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REMEMBERING TYLER SMITH: 
A FRIEND TO ALL 


Smith’s senior picture - his senior quote was “Life’s a garden, dig it.” -Joe Dirt 


“He was possibly one of the nicest 
people ever, he wouldn’t hurt a fly and 
I mean that,” Ashley Dupont, long time 
family friend of Tyler Smith explained. 


Smith, who graduated from Oyster 
River in 2009, passed away on October 
30* at 5:37 pm, at the age of 20 after his 
motorcycle crashed into a group of trees 
on Freshet Road in Madbury. Smith was 
wearing a helmet but was unable to ne- 
gotiate a turn according to Foster’s Daily 
Democrat. 


Smith was an active member of the 
ORHS community, playing volleyball and 
working on the yearbook staff. Students 
and teachers alike all had high regards 
for Smith. He was a leader. Mrs. Horsley, 


2 


yearbook advisor, reflected on her time with 


Smith. “He put together and organized the year. 


book talent show,” she said. “He lip synced 


` to a Fleetwood Mac song, he had on a leather 


jacket and sunglasses. One fourth of the audi- 
ence was his family members. The talent show 
was really a success because of him,” Horsley 
concluded. Smith knew how to get work done 
but his work was never done without having a 
good time. ; 

Smith was funny. Dupont a 2010 Oyster 
River graduate, grew up riding horses with 
Smith. She recalls Smith as being a really good 
rider and a prankster. “I think the most impor- 
tant things about him were his ability to make 
people laugh and he was never afraid of mak- 


ing fun of himself to accomplish this,” she said. 
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On top of this Dupont explained that “he 
loved his family and friends and was always 
willing to give a helping hand and be there 


‘for people who needed him. He was just so 


loving when it came to everything, he loved 
life and living it to the fullest.” 


_ Xander Bahl, senior at OR, played volley- 
ball with Smith for two years and remembers 
Smith’s sense of humor. “In volleyball'we 
called him the Rexagon because, occasionally 
before games he would give a T-Rex roar,” 
Bah] Said. That was one of the first things I 
found out about Tyler.” 


Dupont recalled a story about Smith which 
continues to make her laugh. She remem- 
bers Smith “riding around on the lawn 
mower out inthe (Cont. on the next page) 
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So we've got all facts and one lie this time. Figure tt out. 
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field being a good kid and 
helping out around the 

_ farm. He would belt 
out songs, all differ- 
ent kinds and just 
©. sing for hours while 
T mowing,” she said. 
» “But he wore head 
phones so I don’t 
think he noticed 
how loud he was 
actually being... 


I'm not kidding, 

> would be 
? all the way 
across the 


field and I 
could hear him perfectly, so while I was rid- 


_ing my horse I had my own front row seat to 


the wonderful music of Tyler Smith. It was 
hilarious,” she said. 


Perhaps it was his ability to make people 
laugh that also brought groups together. Alex 
Knoll, a good friend of Smith’s and fellow 
2009 graduate, said Smith was one of the 
few friends he kept in touch with after high 
school. “Whenever I came home from school 
for break, I would somehow always find my- 
self at Tyler’s house sitting around a bonfire 
with a bunch of other friends,” said Knoll. “I 
think that’s indicative of what Tyler’s person- 
ality was like; he brought people together. He 
always put his family and friends first and 
was proud of it.” 


Senior Ethan Hotchkiss, a friend and volley- 
ball teammate of Smith’s, has the same feel- 
ings about him. Hotchkiss wasn’t surprised 
at the large amount of people who attended 
Smith's service at the Durham Community 
Church. Hotchkiss believes people came be- 
cause of who Smith was: “Tyler would never 
betray his personal beliefs but he would 
welcome anyone else’s personal beliefs with 
nothing but respect,” said Hotchkiss. “Ty- 
ler had the character and integrity to unite 
people of all kinds, and I believe this was his 
function in all of the communities he was a 
part of.” 


Mr. Mroz, social 
studies teacher, had 
Smith in US History 1. 
“He was someone who 
always had a smile on 
his face. He was a nice 
kid and a real good 
student,” Mroz said. 
Mroz remembered an, 
oral presentation Smith 
did for his class on the 
Transcontinental Rail- 
road. “He did his own 
DVD and got a 98.” 
Smith was a good stu- 
dent who had a lot of 
interest in film. Horsley Ba 
said Smith was a learn- — 
er that “when he was 
working on something 
he really cared about 
he was really dedicated 
and quite motivated. 
He was more into the 
process of what he was 
doing rather than the - 
grade. He took stuff - 


In England, Christmas dinner usually includes a pig head... that’s gross, chaps! 


Smith with the yearbook staff for the class of 2009 


Smith at his graduation in 2009 


from the experience of what he was doing.” 


Smith was a good student, had the abil- 
ity to bring together groups, was a leader 
and was funny, but it was Smith’s kindness 
that so many will remember. Knoll said, “I 
remember Tyler as being one of the kindest, 


friendliest friends I’ve had.” Horsley recalls 


that Smith made her cry once. “At yearbook, 
drinking coffee was a ritual. So I made mugs 
with everyone's names on them,” she ex- 


plains. “I made them with permanent marker ° 


though, so they washed off almost imme- 
diately.” Horsley explained that Smith had 
gotten the right type of markers and made a 
mug for her. 


Photo Courtesy of Alex Knoll 


Then at graduation he gave her the 
mug asa gift. “He left a nice note on 
the mug about his experience and all 
he had learned. I totally broke down. 
It was so sweet. It shows what kind of 
a kid he was, always thinking of other 
people. He always had a smile on his 
face, always positive.” She finished 
by saying.“he passed away so young. 
He was one of the good ones. He was 
generous and genuine. He didn’t put 
up any fronts, always wanted to help 
and was very positive.” 


Photo Courtesy of Alex Knoll 
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Students by the hundreds flock to their classes at Pinkerton Academy — 


the school: 


At first, the sun prevented me from seeing. 

I walked with my head down towards the 
math building at Pinkerton Academy with my 
hands in my pockets. When the sun was finally 
blocked by a building, I looked up. I squinted, 
there’s no way it was real. In front of me was a 
mass of at least 1,000 people, behind me a few 
hundred more. 

‘With upwards of 3,200 students, Pinkerton 
Academy is New Hampshire's largest high 
school and the largest independent academy - 
in the United States. Each grade level has ap- 
proximately the same number of students as the 
entire Oyster River High Schoo]. On November 
19", I spent a day there to see what Oyster River 
could learn from a large semi-private school like 
Pinkerton and vice versa. 

I started my day in the science building where 
I met my guide for the day, Senior Shannon 
O'Hara ~ Vice President of Student Council. 
After a long and boring Physics class, Shannon 
and I walked over to the math building. (Yes, 
building. Pinkerton has 18 of them.) I found 
myself in thé largest mass of people that I’ve 
seen moving at once in my life. “Were you out 
behind the gym?” asked Pre-Calculus Teacher 
Dave Rhoads. “It’s a zoo out there.” You think 
so? More students than are in the entire build- 
ing atOR, were sorting themselves into one of 
9 major buildings'‘on campus. Shannon and I 
worked our way into the math building with a 
little difficulty. The hallways and stairs were 
relatively crowded and had much less room 
than at Oyster River. 

Although I had no idea what was going on in 
Pre-Calculus, as I’ve yet to take that class, I did 
learn a lot. Here I once again found Oyster Riv- 
er to be behind in terms of technology. Witha 
SmartBoard at the front of the class, Rhoads was 
able to bring up the class’s worksheet from the 
night before and do every problem out exactly 
as it should have been done by the students. I 
found myself catching on to the curriculum that 
I’ve never seen at OR and it was clear to me that 
the SmartBoard was a worthwhile investment 
for the classroom. 

Once the especially cheery-sounding bell rang 
again, we switched buildings to Mr. Breda’s 


THE LARGEST HIGH SCHOOL IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Blitzen is Mike Bilynsky’s favorite reindeer. “He’s a little bit shy at times, but he knows how to have a good time. 
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LIFE ON MARS (PART 3 OF 6) 


A DAY AT PINKERTON ACADEMY: 


AP Chemistry classroom. It was Shannon’s free 
period, but as Student Council Vice-President, she 
spent it counting donations that the Student Coun- 
cil had received during a penny drive for the local 
soup kitchen. I spent it watching the “Chemistry 
Olympics” in the back of the room. ‘For the day, 
the lab room had been turned into a gymnasium 
of sorts, with the main event being science horse- 
shoes. Circles of rope served as the horseshoes 
and ring stands as poles. Students competed for 
bragging rights and the day acted as a break for the 
students who were used to a challenging class. 

- Chémistry Teacher Mr. Breda, a Pinkerton Alum, 
chose to go back to the academy to teach. “Pinker- 
ton does a great job of supporting the teachers with 
new ideas... of...” here Breda stopped in stunned ` 
silence, his eyes on the Chemistry Olympics in 
the back of the room. “I can’t believe you just did 
that!” he yelled. “He just ringed the volumetric 
flask on the first try!” 

Needless ta say, the rest of my day was not 
nearly as xs as = 


sr 
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LIFE ON MARS (CONT.) 
the conclusion: 


Pinkerton is enormous. Personally, it’s not for me. It was a total change of scenery from. 
Oyster River - it was fun for a day, but I couldn’t imagine staying there for too long. Al- 
though it offers many benefits to its students, I felt lost in the crowd at Pinkerton. With so 
little attention. devoted to each student individually, I felt like I didn’t matter. 

On the other hand, Pinkerton does a fantastic job of getting students ready for college - 
which is really the fundamental purpose of high school. Requiring senior students to write 
a 15-page minimum paper before they graduate is an incredibly time-consuming, but impor- 
tant step towards college. The campus ptpesphere and rigorous classes available also add 
to this idea. 

The final verdict: Pinkerton’s a great school that may have just gotten too big for its own 
good. The quality teaching staff available I do not believe meets the demand of the school 
and this definitely influences students heavily, however with no lack of money in the sur- 
rounding towns, students are offered some of the most interesting and diverse classes that 
I’ve seen at any school so far. A girl in my math class who liked to speak with “texting ab- 
breviations” may have put it best: “Pinkerton’s like the best... like NBD a = a a 


inkerton student playing 
“Chemistry Horseshoes” 


: = 
SNOW DRIVING 
As the days get shorter and the nights get 
colder, it’s very apparent the winter season is 
upon us. With the winter comes snow, and snow 
can provide a lot of fun, but snow on the road 
can be very dangerous. Kevin Towle, of Towle 
Alex Harling Driving School, had some wise words to share; 
News Writer “ Keep your vehicle tuned up and make sure you 
have the proper tires.” Towle also said, “Clear all 
"SOOO car before driving. Stop earlier and know when not to 
drive.” The best advice for driving in bad winter weather would be 
to not drive at all and avoid the roads. Although, not many people 
are going to follow that smart advice. This is for everyone driving 
on the snowy roads. Below are some tips for safe winter driving. — 


e Don’t go out on roads until they have been plowed. 

e Be mindful of sliding and the slippery roads. Allow more room 
between yourself and the vehicle in front in of you to give yon more ` 
time to stop. 

e Tire traction is very important. Having at least 6/32-inch deep 
tread on your tires will provide you with proper traction. Hav- 

ing traction on the road will help prevent skidding and allow you 
to have more 
control of your 
vehicle. 

* Technology is 
not that helpful. 


and electronic 
stability control 
won't help keep 
control of your 
vehicle. Always 
stay alert and be 
ready for any- 
thing. 

e Keep your 
lights on. This 
will let other driv- ; 
ers see your vehicle. It is good to have your lights on all the time to 
allow visibility, but it is very necessary especially in snow storms. 

e If you become stuck, don’t spin your wheels. Turn them side to 
side and gently accelerate. 

e People typically allow their car’s engine to-warm up before driv- 
ing it on cold mornings. This actually causes more harm than good. 
Allowing it to idle.too long can cause damage to the engine. Allow 
your car to heat the interior and warm up. the fluids, but the best 
way to warm up your vehicle is to drive it. 


Christmas tree needles are not only edible, but are a good source of Vitamin C. Eat ‘dat tree. 


Nick Chiodo is a driver prepared for the 
upcoming winter season 
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Danielle Walczak 
News Writer 


It’s about time for midterms, signify- 
g that one semester classes, like sociol- 
Ogy, are coming toa close. Would you 
ather write a long paper about something 
elated to your class, take a testor do 
something meaningful? “Do something 
eaningful?” You might ask. Well this is 
pxactly the option students in Pam Rai- 
ord‘s sociology class are given. 
Instead of a final, students in the class 
an choose to do something meaningful 
place of a traditional final that relates 
O sociology and somehow enriches their 
ives. This is no easy way out though. Stu- 
dents must have a proposal, a clear pur- 
pose and an agreed upon way that they 
ill be graded. Besides these basic guide- 
ines the project is very open ended. 


Issue Two Dec. 9, 2010: 


` What is the intent behind the project? Raiford 
explains that the idea for the project “stems out 


h 


Photo Courtesy of Foster's Daily Democrat 


of the education unit. Students feel so over- 


whelmed by school and it keeps them from do- 
ing things that they really value in their lives. 


FINALS FOR A BETTER YOU? 


- The project opens space up for them.” 


Raiford believes that the project gives 
people a true opportunity to learn. “I feel so 
strongly that we are most inspired when we 
follow our passions. Something we don’t al- 
low ourselves a lot of time to think about.” 


Projects in the past have included students 


. attempting to quit their addiction to ciga- 


rettes, an adopted student trying to find her 
biological parents and students attempting 
to experience homelessness. Ellen Legard, ¿ a 
senior, is trying to do just this. 


Legard’s central goal is to “gain a thorough 
personal understanding of homelessness in 
order to help and encourage others to un- 
derstand the danger in accepting the issue of 


Continued on the next page. 


out thinking twice. 
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Ellen Legard in her car/home for a week. 


shouldn't have been doing that just to make 
societal stigma surrounding homelessness.” ten cents,” she says. “It was heartbreaking.” 
She began her process of understanding by Dowhan raised $35 dollars which she says 
living in her car for a week, which in itself was “considering, three 18 year olds trick or 
an eye opening experience. For her project she treating, it is good to me.” 
is trying to raise money for homeless people 
in the area and eventually, “start a program in 

__ the Durham area in which homeless teenagers 

~——~are transported to a community location and 
given the opportunity to eat a meal and spend 
time with positive, influential members of the 
Durham community, as well as other teenag- 
ers, so they can build healthy relation- 
ships and begin networking.” 


homelessness and in perpetuating the major 


Dowhan among others is really glad she 
can do something meaningful as an alterna- 
tive final. “I love the idea of this being the 
final because we don’t know what the other 
finals will be, and it’s easy enough to do. 
Everyone should be doing this for at least 


_ Legard’s project is an example of just 
how monumental the final option can 
be. Her motives behind devoting so 
much time to this cause are, "I’ve al- 
ways felt compelled to help those with © 
less than what I have, or even more if 
they are lacking in access to basic hu- 
man rights,” she says. 


Another student participating in 
the project is senior Becca Dowhan, 
although on a smaller scale, her 
project is still just as meaningful. 
With two classmates, Dowhan went 
trick or treating for Unicef, for kids in 
third world countries. Dowhan was 
inspired a few summers ago when she 
went to Mexico. “Walking around 
with my family, there were little 
kids, ages from two to ten, coming 
up to me trying to sell me stuff. They 


if 


__ There are 17 different ways to spell Hanukkah... and it’s still impossible to spell. 
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the extra credit, if anything,” she says. 


Leah Janelle, a senior also participat- 
ing in the project, agrees with Dowhan. 
”I think this a great idea for an alternate 
final,” she says. “Instead of just takinga 
test and being done with it, we actually 
get to do something meaningful that we'll 
take with us and be happy about for the 
rest of our lives.” i 


Janelle’s project consists of her traveling 
to Dover Middle School, to teach a group 
of students with special needs how to 
cook. Each week these students have 
a class where they follow a recipe and 
cook a dish. Janelle will be attending 
| the class one week to lead the discus- 

» sion and help out. 


Janelle is excited to “gain even more 
appreciation for these kids.” She 
explains that she has always loved 
working with children with special 
needs. “I hope it will be a really re- 
warding experience for me to know 
that I helped them with this activity,” 
she concludes. 

Whether it’s to better yourself, your 
community, your family or to gain a 
deeper insight into something that in- 
terests you, the “do something mean- 
ingful” project is an option that should 
be taken advantage of if one is trying 
to escape the traditional final. 
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A NEW LESSON TO BE LEARNED 


Have you ever been bul- 
lied? Has anyone ever made 
fun of you because of the 
color of your hair? Have you 
been in a situation where 
someone has harassed you 
on the internet? You are not 


y and social a 
spring have increased 


websites like Fal boo 
bullying in teens and y 
BullyWatch. org sugg 


idolescents and teens have 
or the Internet. l 

iuse of that New Hampshire's 
aeons fe ame wrote Hot e 523 which includes an expanded defi- 
nition of bullying and cyberbu lying. (See boxes below). 

By January 1, 2011 all New Hampshire schools must adopt a policy, pro- 
ing. By April 1, 2011 schools must train all 
employees, regular volunteets, mployees of companies under contract 
with the school on identifying, eae and reporting incidents of bul- 

td 


g, identifying and 
responding to biiflying and cyberbullying? 
How did the idea for a Bill start? “Parents and students [in public schools] 
first identified that bullying was problematic,” Donna Schlachman, a Co- 
Author of the Bill and New Hampshire State Legislator, said. Schlachman 
also stated “they [the parents and students] had done a lot of research and 
were ready for a change in the law.” Cyberbulling had become more and 
more of a problem so consequently Schlachman decided to act upon her 
discomfort. With the help of school boards, the Education Board of New 


Hampshire and other legislators the bill was passed in one years’ time. 


35% of kids have been threatened on- 
line. Nearly 1 in 5 have had it happen 
more than o once. 
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USE LESS, SAVE MORE 


During the 200922010 School year, 
Oyster! River a School ae 


Wake upat 8:30, go to school at 9:00. 
Sounds perfect, right? Surprisingly not too 
many people are excited about this idea. 

Last year the school board 
received a letter asking the board 
to consider different start times 
Bri get Regan for the schools. This was in 
Editor-in-Chief Concern to research coming 
out about sleep deprivation 
in teenagers. This letter 
was signed by the school physician as well 
as nurses and parents. The board then 
created a mock schedule with the high 
school and the middle school starting 
later, and had Superintendent Howard Colter 
obtain feedback from parents and teachers. The mock 
schedule is as follows: ` 


s School 


Start Time - End Time 
Elementary 8:00 2:30 a - 
Middle School 9:00 3:55 
High School 9:00 3:55 


But, response from students has not been the resounding “Woo 
hoo!” that many might anticipate. Many people involved in after- 
school activities and/or jobs are worried about how getting out of 
school around 4:00 would affect them.. 

“It’s terrible,” exclaimed Senior Emma True. “In the fall when I 
play a sport, when will I have time to do homework if I’m prac- 
ticing until 6 or 7? And for swim season, it straight up stinks. I 
will have to get up at 4:30 regardless, because that’s the time that 
the UNH pool gives us. Now I'll end up losing sleep rather than 
gaining it because I'll go to bed later after getting home late. Ire- 
ally don’t think this will work.” 

Superintendent Howard Colter said that issues of sports, after 
school activities and jobs have been brought up by teachers and 
by parents at every single forum. l 

” After school activities are very important,” said Colter. “If 


Mistletoe is the state flower of Minnesota. Get some, Minnesota! | 
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ff 


Helen Segi 

wondering how 

many light bulbs we 
consume 


SOUNDS SWEET? COUNTING SHEEP? 


lates tarts, or if kids have to leave school earlier to get to competitions or 
games, it detracts from them.” 

One person that had a very strong opinion about this topic was Ath- 
letic Director, Don Manyard. “I know that athletics shouldn't run a 
school,” said Manyard at a 
teacher forum. “But when you 
have 65% of kids involved in 
athletics, it has to be a factor! 
Teams would have to be com- 
ing in early to practice because 
there wouldn’t be enough time 
after school.” 

“65% of kids are involved in 
sports but 100% are involved in 

academics,” responded teacher Mar- 
tin Brewer. “Sports shouldn't drive our 
school, academics should.” 
Many people feel that starting school later 
could hurt the students more than they 
could help. Other concerns that have been 
expressed about the elementary school start- 
ing earlier would be having the young children 
waiting for their busses in the dark of the earlier 
morning in the winter months. 
“Ym not convinced that changing the start time is the 
best way to address the concern,” said Colter. “Stu- 
dents, parents and schools need to discuss the value of 
sleep. Relaxing and having downtime. We live ina fast. 


- paced world with electronics, cell phone, computers, iPods, and all. Elec- 


tronics are very much a part of people’s lives. We need to learn how to 
control them and not letting them control-you.” | 

Colter presented his total findings to the School Board on December. 
1st, and the school board will continue their decisions from there. If 


‘you want any more information about this topic or have any questions, 


you can email Howard Colter at Hcolter@orcsd.org, or get in touch with 
members of the school board. Everyone’s input is important, so let the 
board know how you feel. 


You're sitting at your computer, and - 
=== press send on your:” Senior Sketch” that 


go back, you realize it didn’t save. Now 

$ you're ina pickle. You could either fin- 
ish your final due the next day or redo 

Danielle Walczak the entire Senior Sketch. ` 


News Writer 


This is an example of a al life situation 
that students experience applying for 
ollege. Applying for college is a stressful process in itself but 
it seems that Naviance, the “senior eo website,” has its 
highs and lows. ; 


Naviance is a website that seniors are 1itired to use aiding 
hem in all things relating to their college application process. 
On the website students are able to send all teacher recommen- 
dations, request transcripts, fill out their senior sketch, fill out 
questions for recommendations and counselor recommendations 
and resumes. On Naviance, students can also search different 
olleges in an organized manner and can look at college applica- 
tion acceptance information. Head of the Guidance Department, 
Mrs. Heather Machanoff says, “it improves the quality of college 
earches and evaluation of the colleges in the [student's] search.” 
iNaviance was put in place to help simplify the organizational as- 
pect of applications for guidance, make recommendations easier 
for teachers and to help students stay on top of all their applica- 
tions. This year’s seniors were the first to have everything ap- 
plication related on Naviance and this integration was met with 
ixed feelings. 


Machanoff believes that Naviance has been good for the ORHS 
eniors. “ Absolutely a success,” she begins, though she acknowl- 
edges that transitions are not without difficulty. “With any new 

thing; change is hard. Students are pretty technologically savvy. 

Going electronic has been a little confusing; there have been extra 
teps we have to take.” Conner Kolter, a senior applying to five 
chools, doesn't feel the same way. ~ 


“It’s like tedious work that isn’t really necessary,” but later on 
she does say that believes that it does help a little. “It helps orga- 
nize stuff. I wish we had an assembly or something on it,’ oo 

oncludes. 


_ The senior class‘seems not to have so many issues with Na- 
iance itself but the amount of confusion they get from using the 
program. As juniors, the class of 2011 received an informational 
ession on Naviance and had a refresher at the beginning of their 
senior year. However, 
many students seem to 
still feel incompetent 
sing Naviance. Han- 
inah Finch, says that 
“ guidance was really 
not helpful. I figured it 
all out by myself.” Due 
to all the confusion, 
guidance has recently 
sent out step by step in- 
structions for Naviance. 
Machanoff admits that 
“Guidance probably 
hould have done that 
in the beginning. Kids 
ho did early action 
pretty much were okay. 
It’s overwhelming; the 
tep by step will be 
helpful.” To guidance’s 
defense they haven't 
had many questions 
from the seniors either. 
“We've only had 10-15 
students come in and ask 
questions,” Machanoff 


10 


Miller, another 


Nathan Tong logging on to his Naviance account 
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MUCH ADO ABOUT NAVIANCE 


says. She also en- 


TEN SIMPLE STEPS TO 


courages students 
ae, USING NAVIANCE: 
Perhaps the void 
lies in the prefer- 1. If you are having troubles with anything 
ence that students see your guidance counselor! 


voice for human 
interaction with 
guidance rather 
than on-line in- 
teraction. Hallie _ 


2. Refer to the Naviance instructions on the 
guidance website that were also sent out 
through Edline. 


3. Create a Common App account (even if 
you are not applying using the Common 


App) 
4. Fill out the FERPA waiver in Naviance 


senior, feels that 
the Senior Sketch 
isn’t helpful but 
seeing the average 


GPA acceptance for 5, Add schools to “colleges I'm applying to” 
schools is. When list 


referring to the Se- 

nior Sketch portion 6. Complete the senior sketch and resume if 

of Naviance she you need a counselor recommendation 

says, “Td rather $ e ; i i ! 

Counselors askus 7- Complete a teacher recommendation form 

that stuff during 

meetings.” ` 8. Send your vine i ou med pace 
Senior Nathan 

‘Tong also agrees, 


“Naviance is re- 
ally unspecific, E ee ee Le 

hen I’m doi Ki ts i recommme 
a ws, oder ton request are due 15 days t 


the questions. I’m 

like “I don’t want deadline — 

to answer these. ; 

I want to talk to . 2 -- 
someone.”” i 


Although most students haven't experienced any serious issues, 
Senior Nick Cobb has. Cobb explains that his “GPA and SAT scores 
haven't been updated [on Naviance], so it makes me look worse to 
colleges.” He says that Naviance has hurt his application process, _ 
“because guidance doesn’t tell you what to do. It was mentioned last 
year. Probably if they brought it up at the beginning of senior year, 
because at the end of junior year everyone forgot about it.” 


Machanoff does admit that there have been some issues with 

~ Naviance, but they 
were purely because 
-of the program. “They 
weren't prepared for 
the expansion. There 
were glitches where 
the questionnaires did 
not save. The glitches 
are frustrating. On our 
end it simplified the 
process. Having it on- 
line saved a lot of time 
for us,” she says. 


Although some 
people, like Cobb, 
have had issues with 
Naviance, fixing the 
problem comes down 
to better communi- 
cation between the 
seniors and guidance, 
so all the seniors can 
complete their appli- 
cations with as little 
stress as possible and 

move on to the next step 
in their lives. 


In Mexico, wearing red underwear on New Year's Eve gives you good luck. Do thongs count? 


— Two Dec. 9, 2010. 
HEY MOM, WHAT’S FOR 
HOMEWORK? 


Everyone has had that awkward moment when you accidentally call your teacher “Mom”. The word slips out of 
your mouth before your brain has time to process what you're saying and your face inevitably becomes red as the rest 
of the class suppresses their snickers. But what if your teacher actually was your mom? 

This is the case for several Oyster River students with parents who work within the school. Some parents are teach- 
ers, substitutes, or staff. While the onlooker might regard this type of situatioras slightly awkward, both students and 

‘their parents agree that the circumstances are not a big deal. 

“It’s fine,” says Freshman Drew Thibault, Mr. Thibault’s son. “I see [my dad] before and after school, but it’s not 

awkward.” Many teacher parents and their kids feel that being in the school together is not a big issue because they 
are able to strike a balance by making sure that they do not stray far from what any other student-teacher relationship 

- would look like. Riley Maynard, the daughter of Athletic Director Don Maynard, says, “I don’t think [my dad] treats 
me differently until we start talking about ‘daddy-daughter’ things, like if I forgot my lunch or where I’m going after school. Other than that 
I'm just like any other kid going into his office for candy.” Parents agree on this matter. “I can’t be the mother while I’m working,” says Mrs. 
Beaton, the mother of Junior Graham Beaton. “I always differentiate between teacher and mom.” 

The one thing students name as a negative of having their parents work in the school is the amount of involvement their parents have in 
their lives. “Sometimes it's weird having your mom that much in your school and life, especially as a senior,” says Mike Bilynsky. “She gets 
involved with things and knows everybody.” 

“T look at it through Graham’s eyes,” says Mrs. Beaton. “I try to stay out of his way. I love having him in the school, but that’s not what he 
wants.” 

Mrs. Bilynsky agrees that the key to success is keeping a good distance. “In a way, sometimes a little distance is good. Because I’m so close 
to the situation, I don’t want to get too involved.” Mr. Maynard says, “There are things I don’t want to know —we have unwritten rules at 
home; my kids never talked about things they knew about other students or their friends. I think that’s‘admirable.” 

What students appreciate most about having their parents in the building is the convenience. “The best thing would have to be the re- 
sources,” says Graham Beaton. “If I ever need to use a computer to print something out last minute, I can use hers. If there is a sheet Ineed - 
signed she’s right there and if anything like that comes up, there’s an overall convenience of her being around.” 

Even with the challenges of maintaining a balance between student/ teacher and parent/child, both parties seem to agree that 
they are fine with the circumstances and use the situation to its advantage. “It’s more good than bad overall,” says Mrs. 
Bilynsky. “I wouldn't be able to be as involved if I had to divide the focus between two schools. I can support this school 
as a teacher and as a parent.” = 


soinjyeoy 


‘ 


Emily Healy 
Features Writer 


The Maynards 
”I look forward to seeing Riley during the 

day — I'm already bumming out for when she 
won't be here,” says Mr. Maynard. “It’s easy 
__ _ having her in the school, the good outweighs the 
ae 
“My dad and I have a really good relationship. 
He doesn’t tell me things I don’t want to know 
and I don’t-tell him things he doesn’t want to 
know,” says Riley Maynard. 
“The worst thing is when my friends. 
assume I’m going to 
tell him everything I hear. We 


The Bilynskys 
“Is fun to know their friends and class- 
mates,” says Mrs. Bilynsky of teaching at the 
school where her two children, Mike and 
Natalie, attend. “Natalie comes in at 
lunch, and the end of the day. Isee 
her more, which is nice.” 
“I don’t see.[my mom] that . 
much,” says Mike. “But it’s 
good if I need a permission 
slip signed, or if I’m not feel- 
ing good I can just get a note 
and go home.” 


both know there are lines that 
can’t be crossed and we both i hy 
ie Mr. Maynard and his daughter Riley 
The Beatons | . Weirdest Situation Award: Mrs. Kucera : 


Graham is the only student currently at Oyster River who actually has Even weirder than having her kids in her class, Mrs. Kucera 
his mother for a class: E period Spanish. “I think she expects more out once had her brother Ben, who is 8 years younger than her, in 
of me during class, I think she feels that if her son isn’t paying attention, her Issues in Literature class. Guidance didn’t realize that the 
how can she expect other kids to?” he says. “But’m è  . siblings had different last names, and this created an incredibly 
always pay- W ing attention.” “Having Graham in my awkward situation. “Over Thanksgiving vacation, I was com- 
class isa non-issue,” says Mrs. Beaton. “I don’t plaining about this other boy in my class,” she says. “When we 
treat > him differently than any other student.” came back from break, my brother found this kid, shoved him 
in a locker and said, ‘Leave my sister alone!” Ben ended up 
getting a C in the class. À 


—_. Mss. Beaton and Graham really do love each other 


_ In 1647, the English parliament passed a law making Christmas illegal. Burgermeister! 


Features 


Every school 
has its char- 
acters. Oyster 
River High 
School has its 
share of inter- 
esting people. 
This article is 
` an inside look 
into the life,of Joshua Smith. This is a 
‘person who.everyone is familiar 
with, but not everyone knows 
personally. There have been 
rumors and stories, but 


ex Harling 
News Writer 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF SHUA 


6:40.” Shua then waits for the bus to ar- 
rive and take him to school. 

An ideal Saturday evening for Shua 
would be “at my house in Greeneville 
without being bothered by my little 
brother while playing video games.” 
Shua’s house in Durham does not have 
any video game consoles. He thorough- 
ly enjoys going to his Greeneville house 
because of the game systems residing 
there. 

Sorry Ladies, Shua claims he is not 
interested in dating. “I know nothing ` 
about dating,” Shua informs us, 

“I don’t wish to date ever.” He 


what is fact and what i : 
is fiction? Joshua was We were like 
m snout to Fe Bonnie and 
me interview and i 
allow this article to be Clyde, but with- 
written. Below is an ” 
pan ee out the romance” 
Shua does, what . ' » - 
r ae also said, “I don’t wish 
RE ae agra to reproduce, I don’t 
TEs want kids.” J.J. Clark, an 
y e ii Pri, acquaintance of Shua’s 
a tle "pg aa said, “I don’t think the 
e yaa world could handle 
senior, z a ei j ee little ‘Shuas’ running 
ira joe t — ae around.” Shua said his 
name? Shans full “If I wasn’t so damn lazy Id be trying baby would be i ia 


name is Joshua Ian Smith. “I 
don’t like my name,” Shua 
says, “It’s so bloody common. 
Plus, I am an atheist so the name 
Joshua ticks me off.” Shua was born 
in Virginia, he doesn’t remember. 
where. Then he moved to Haverhill, 
Massachusetts and stayed there until . - 
the third grade. He 
then moved to Green- 
eville, New Hamp- 
shire. “The one near 
New Ipswich,” Shua 
informs us, “just to 
clear any confusion.” 
Shua then moved 
here to Durham with 
his grandfather dur- 
ing freshmen year. “It 
was strictly for aca- 
demic reasons,” Shua 
said. 
A typical Monday 
‘| morning for Shua 
begins at 5:30 A.M. 
He describes the 
scene; “The alarm 
clock goes off, I get 
up and smack it. I sit 
on my bed because 
Iam really dizzy.” Shua suffers 
from severe dizziness throughout 
the morning, he doesn’t know why. 
“I then go wake my grandpa. Some- 
times he’s awake and sometimes he 
isn’t. I weigh myself and he records it 
for his log. Don’t ask me why he has 


12 


a log, he just’does.” Shua is still disorient- 
ed at this point and it takes him till six 6:00 
A.M. to get dressed. “It takes me awhile to 
get ready because I am still dizzy as hell.” 
Shua will then go down to-the kitchen. “I 
have myself a nice big bowl of cornflakes 


Shua and Marty Thornton partake in 
game of “Magic.” ` 


a 


and a small glass of orange juice. I will 
also put away the dishes from the night 
before.” Shua is not dizzy anymore at this 
point. “I put on my shoes, get my stuff 
together ‘and discretely listen to music till 


to take over the world right now.” 


ot 


boy name for a baby would be Adrian. 
‘If Shua could go anywhere in the world 
it would be, “Japan, that’s an obvious an- 
swer. Where else would I go? I would go 
there because it’s the Mecca for gamers. 
Hopefully I can learn the language.” 
Shua is often seen wearing headphones, 
and it’s been a mystery 
as to what he listens to. 
Here’s the long antici- 
pated answer. “I listen to 
Japanese music. It’s from 
a series called vocaloid. 
I have an itouch with 
Japanese orientated apps. 
I found a vocaloid version 
of YouTube. That began. 
my fascination, I now have 
about 200 songs.” Shua de- 
scribes the vocaloid sound 
as a, “a music synthesizer 
that does lyrics.” l 
Part of Shua’s signature 
image is his leather vest. 
No one can wear it quite 
as well as him..“My grand- 
mother gets me a vest 
every Christmas,” Shua 
; . said, “I like to wear it 
- because it’s really comfortable and has 
lots of pockets.” Shua is a regular at Old 
Navy Outfitters. “I don’t like to shop, but 
when I do, I go there.” 
One of Shua’s favorite food is Chinese 
food. “Everyone in my family likes it.” 
He also likes a South American dish 
called “Pisola,” that he describes. “The 


_| “Jingle Bells” was originally written for Thanksgiving. That was stupid, it doesn’t even snow in November. 


O eee 
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We are proud to 


——="main ingredient is peanut butter. It goes ona flat wrap. 
Instead of chicken I use SPAM, but you can use any kind of 


meat.” 


As many of you know, Shua-is a senior this year and is pre- 
paring to graduate. This is a very important time for young 
people as they start a new life. Shua shares his plans after 


high school. “I don’t have a 
plan. This concerns me. Jam 
entertaining the idea of moving 
to Canada. It’s nice and cold. 
there, the summers here are too 
warm. I-like the cold.” 

Shua is not sure about what 
profession he is interested in, 
“TIl do anything that pays.a 
livable wage. I do really en- 

joy working with computers 
though.” 

Marty Thornton, a close friend 
of Shua, often can be seen with 
him. Marty discusses where his 
relationship with Shua began. 
“We met in Spanish class my 
freshmen year. I would make 
jokes and he would laugh. We 
were like Bonnie and Clyde, 
but without the romance.” © 
Shua and Marty are members 
of game club, often playing 
dungeons and dragons. rue are proud to be 
said. 


SHUA’S TOP TEN SONGS 


1) Red Flower - Alice Human Sacrifice 
_2) Anti the ccholic - Luka Rin 
3) Sweet Vengeance - Rin Kagamine 
4) World’s End Umbrella - Hatsume Miku 


5) Black Rock Shooter - Hatsume Miku 

6) The Daughter of Evil - Aku No Musume 

7) The Confusion of Hatsume Miku - Hatsume Miku 
8) Ura-Omote Lovers - 
9) Flightless Bird - Megurine Luka 

10) Pachabell’s Cannon in D - Pachabell 


nerds,” Morey 


Shua’s passion is video games. Some of his favorite games 
are Portal, the Final Fantasy Series, Kingdom Hearts, XII, and 


Oblivion 4. His favorite movies are, Howl’s Moving Castle, 


Spirit Away, and Serenity. “I have no idea w 


hy I like Howl’s ~ 


Moving Castle,” Shua said, ° ‘and ae ne enough it is my- 


Saint Nicholas lived in modern-day Turkey: Bet you didn’t know that. 


Hatsume Miku 


pe nerds. 


— movie.” Shua explains his interest in Spirit Away, “I like 
it because it’s a good story with a bit of an acid trip feel to it.” 
Shua says he likes Serenity because it was a “great cap for the 
ending of the series Firefly.” ` 

Shua really cares for cats. “I prefer short hair ones that don’t get 
hair everywhere.” Shua said, “I have a cat named Moon-Shadow, 
he’s a ‘basement cat’ in 
my house in Greeneville. 
If you don’t know what 
a ‘basement cat’ is, just 
{look it up on Google Im- 
ages.” 

Shua believes that nin- 
jas could definitely beat 
pirates. “They attack you 
{from the shadows and 
you don’t know they are 
there until you’re dead,” 
{Shua reasons. “Once 
you're dead you can’t do 
anything about it.” 

For recreation, Shida en- 
joys “reading books and 
listening to music. I do 
not go on long walks as 
some people think.” He 
is also a'collector, “I col- 


started-with my mother; 
she had lots of little stones. I do it because, who doesn’t like Puy 
objects?” 
Shua is a very interesting man. There is more to just the vest and 
the image you are familiar with. Now you know the facts and the 


_ fiction about the legend. For some closing words, this is from the 


man himself, “If I wasn "t so damn lazy Id be trying to take over 
the-world right now.” 


lect small shiny objects. It | 


soinjeoy 
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THERE’S AN APP FoR THAT?! 


sufficient and effortless, A good example is the 
“Couch to 5K” App. This App acts like a fitness 
` trainer and will instruct the user how to train 
for a 5K race in a set amount of time. Though 
many people will look at this App and see 
the benefits, like saving money on a personal 
trainer or having the App available at their 
home, we lose sight of the fact that we're los- 
ing human interaction with these Apps. £ 
Apps like “Google Maps” help you find 
your way anywhere, so there's no longer 
a need to stop and ask for directions. If ; 
you're looking for somewhere new 
and hip to eat at: don’t go and ask 


Features 


Ah yes, the App. 
Something known to 
not only iTouch, iPhone 
and iPad users, but to 


# 
Katie Burzon 
Po Writer Smartphone users as 


well. One App or an- 
other has helped us all at some point. Wheth- 
er to help find directions or to help cure our 
boredom, Apps have helped our society 
evolve and App usage keeps growing. With 
300,000+. Apple brand Apps out there in the 
world, there’s no knowing how your phone 
will help you next. 


This beautiful invention was fully in-. 


your friends, there's an App for 


troduced into the world on July 10th, 2008 
through the Apple App Store. The total ‘ 
amount of Apps on opening day? 500. Today 
Apps are easy to access and cost can range 
anywhere from free to over $10. By October 


even that! No one can argue with 
the fact that these 
Apps have at least 
made someone’s 
life simpler, but is it 


Junior Chris Olivier, gets his game face on while playing “Ro- 
bot Unicorn Attack”. 


However, not everyone agrees with 


20th, 2010, there were more than 300,000 possible people are © 


Apps looking past the fact that this arguement. ORHS English teacher, 
and life is getting too simple? Shauna Horsley claims that her Apps 
more ~ then Junior Gra- are actually helping her out. “There’s 
than 7 ham Beaton, owner of this grocery App that makes shopping 
billion an iPhone, reflects upon lists and finds coupons for you,” says 
down- his Apps he doesn’t see Horsley. “I’m such a mom,” Horsley 
loads. Pera ai making life too laughs to herself. Still, Horsley doesn’t > 
Apps easy. “They’1 re making life think that Apps are actually making life 
have aE an convenient,” he says. He asier, It s making my i more com# 
shaped Sec ee argues that he only uses plicated!” says Horsley. “Apps give me 
the way As demonstrated by Junior, Kyla McCabe-Corrow his Apps when he has more to do which makes my life com- 
we live. | absolutely nothing else plicated, but I still find many useful.” 


_Overall, almost everyone can agree that 
they've used both useful and totally ~ 
pointless Apps at least once in their 
lives. Over the past 2 years, Apps have 
evolved from just Notepads and Calcu- 
lators to games and Police Radio Scan- 
ners. Apps will keep evolving along 
with the people who use them. 


to do. “I use them when I'm traveling or wait- _ 
ing for something,” says Beaton, "Td never use 
` them at my house.” 

Senior Gubby Noronha has an iPod touch 
but claims that he uses it very rarely. “I don’t 
really use most of the Apps I have on here,” ad- 
mits Noronha. Noronha thinks that most Apps 
are useless, “I think that people should rely on 
themselves more,” he says. “Most Apps are just 
a waste of time.” 


There’s an App for almost anything now a- 
days: Apps to make life easier, Apps to keep 
us amused and Apps that are good for abso- . 
lutely nothing. Apps have obviously had a 
huge effect on the human population over the 
past two years, but have they left too much of 
an impact? 

If there's one thing that Apps are advo- 
cating for, it’s to make our life more self- 


WEIRDEST APPS 
DATE CHECK 

Creep on all your dates by typing in their addresses. Get info on criminal records, details about their personal assets (including property) 
and personal info, like whether they still live with the ‘rents. This App is free so even though you may feel like the biggest creeper in the 
world, you know you want to get it. 


— 


SASAME KISSCOMI 
An App which is most popular in Japan, Sasanie Kisscomi i is an interactive App which you kiss the screen and you hues a rating on your 
kiss by a parson on the screen. This is possibly the worst Japanese invention for society since Karaoke. 


PIMPLE POPPER 
The title says it all. Ew. 


CONTROVERSIAL APPS 

BABY SHAKER 

This App was taken off the App store a few hours after it was released. It narai a 
baby on the screen, the user would then shake their device in as little time as possible . 
until the baby died. 


, The iTouch. Notorious for its sleek glamour shot. 
14 Photo courtesy of Google. 


- More than 3 billion cards are sent in the mail per year. My grandma accounts for 1 billion of these. 
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ISNORT 
This App simulates snorting a line of cocaine. This App hasn't been banned from the App store. 


LAM RICH 
The I Am Rich App was only available for about a day but all this App really was, was just a red gem lit up on the screen. So why was it so 
controversial? It costs a steep $999. 99, hence the name. 


soinjeoy 


POINTLESS APPS 


PERFECT CIRCLE 
The user of this App draws a circle on the screen and the circle is rated ona scale of 1 to 1, nog Waste of time for humans, great practice. for 


. math teachers. 


BUBBLE WRAP 
A favorite App among many pecpls, Bubble Wrap is just.a bunch of bubble wrap on the screen, waiting for someone to pop it. Fun but com- 
pletely pointless. : ; 


IFART 
Listening to farts come from your iPod? I’ve only met one peman, who actually admits to liking this App. Bridget Regan. 


MEDIAL POETRY 
This App gives the user fake medical MEE to diagnose friends and family. Though what you're saying wont make oy sense to a real doctor, 
you'll sound like a medical genius to you peers 


TOP 5 APPS ACCORDING TO OYSTER RIVER 


MRS. HORSLEY- : : GRAHAM BEATON- 
ENGLISH TEACHER JUNIOR 


GUBBY NORONHA- 


SENIGI HAYLEY POFF- 


_ FRESHMAN 


Facebook 


come? Pandora . , iy 


All App Icons courtesy of Google 15 


52,000 Christmas lights were used to film “The Grinch ie 


ji 


Features 
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-This was all fine 


decided to make a 


$ Fake fingernails flying everywhere, 
: wA F hair whipping and incomprehensible 
E w E pA screams. This, my friends, is your 
i Emily Dube classic girl fight. Notifications litter- 
` ing your screen and insults flying, 
Features Writer this is the modern girl fight; a Face- 
book War. 
What is a Facebook War? Typically © 
it starts with some sort of demeaning or offensive wall post or 
status and then quickly escalates with retaliation from the origi- 
nal victim. Many times, what started as a few hateful words 
turns into.an issue that affects the individuals in every aspect of 
their lives; including school. To ORHS Assistant Principal Sara 


Wotton, this is just a new tool for an old issue. “ Unfortanately, | 


Tve had to deal with that stuff but it’s just more of the same ina 
different form,” says Wotton. ° 

A classic example of a Facebook War lies in an jaune at 
“Light Up Durham 
2009”. A senior at 
ORHS was seen. 
carrying around a 
firearm, and arrested 
on the scene. Later 
that night, he posted 
something on Face- 
book, explaining 
what had happened. 


until another student 


criticalcommenton g 
the post. What began _ 

as an explanation 

of a story quickly 
morphed into words . 
flying back and forth 
and a completely un- 
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THE FACEBOOK PHENOMENON 


DID YOU KNOW? | — 

Facebook has over 350 million active users © 

-More than 2.5 billion pictures are uploaded to Facebook each somite 
Facebook creator Mark Zuckerberg is worth 1.5 billion dollars 


yria, China, Iran and Vietnam haved banned Facebook — 
70% of Facebook users are from outside the United States 
Facebook's fastest growing demographic is women age 55 and older 
In the US, A ce os : 


Love-Hate Relationship; the things that I love about Facebook, and the 
things I hate. 

Love: Pictures! There are no words to accurately describe the benefits 

of pictures. As Megan McGregor says, you can “creep-in-touch” with so 
many people! 

Hate: Statuses. When Rae constantly. updating your status, all that 
you are really doing is clog- 
ging up my news feed with 
things I don’t actually care 
about. Although I do appreci- 
ate the statuses with updates 
on your life, I don’t care about 
your song lyrics. Don’t take 
that wrong way, I’m just a 
little annoyed with it all. 
Love: Video Wall Posts! 
They're fun, they're festive, - 
and even when they have 
nothing to do with-you, they 
are fun to watch. They throw 
an exciting twist into reading 
people’s “Wall to Wall”. 
Hate: Checking-in. Do I real~ 
ly need to know that you have 
now left Gloria Jeans, and 
made it to the Gap? I mean, I 


BSR ae can understand checking in 
b- arate say, in China and then Ha- 
Facebook is not the Senior Leah Janelle Procrastinates on Facebook in the library T A ie 


arguments or “Wars” 
that begin on it but the 
fact that it’s broadcast for everyone to see. “On Facebook, you 


| can put something out there and broadcast it. It’s not just words 


that disappear. Telling someone to be the bigger person and 
ignore it is a lot harder,” says Wotton. 

Although the majority of cyber-bullying cases come from 
Facebook; does that mean that Facebook truly is the problem? 
Or is it just another medium for this bullying to take place?. 
And what are the other effects of Facebook? To answer these 
lingering questions, I went to the student body. “It’s just so 
darn distracting,” says Senior Geoff Lee. “Every time I hear 
that little pop, I just have to check my chat message and then 
bam. Another hour of homework time is gone.” Seniors Bridget 
Regan and Emma True have a similar problem, as well as the 
solution. “I needed to get my college stuff done,” says Senior 
Emma True. “So. Bridget [Regan] and I traded passwords, then 
changed each others’ and deactivated our Facebooks. I’m al- 
most done with college applications, and Bridget is almost done 
with her online class, so it’s been good.” ` 

Although Facebook offers you hours of entertainment and 
even occasionally aids in the educational process (my Spanish - 
class has a Facebook thread...), it gives people the power to not 
only demean and insult others in a way that you just can’t es- 
cape, and gives people a way to procrastinate from their school- 
work. Do not get me wrong, I love my Facebook, but the world 
needs to find a balance between kidding and mean. Between 
socializing and flat out procrastinating. 


do you have a facebook? 


‘Photo ‘Courtesy of Google Images 


DID YOU KNOW? The Library of Congress is going to catalog every public 
“tweet” on the popular social networking stte Twitter dating back to March 2006. 


Oregon produces the most Christmas trees out of every state. Sorry, Oregon, you ‘re still useless. 


Dec. 9, 2010 
STAFF FEATURE: 
THE CUSTODIANS 
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Everyone can recognize ing and repairing motor- 
= them, themenand women cycles and woodworking. 
A sporting the blue faculty So, I’m sure your won- 
Katie Burzon shirts. dering if Marek Filip has 
Features Writer They are the Oyster River- some crazy secret past 
High School custodians. activity that we should 
Whether you see one of them in the cafeteria all know about? Well he | 
after lunch or in the gym after your sports prac- does! “I was a profes- i 
tice, the custodians are always around. sional ski jumper” From left to right: Ben Ball, Barbara Dirsa and 
The custodians work in three shifts, the first admits Filip. : Marek Bii 
shift spans from 6:00am -2:30pm , the second Bennet Ball and i A 


shift spans from 1:30pm - 10:00pm, and the 


Marek Filip takes his custodial duties very 


seriously. 


third shift is during the hours of 6:00pm - _ 
2:30am. All of the custodians are friendly and 
hice people to get to know, but for this staff 
feature we selected three. 

Marek Filip normally works the 2nd shift. 
Filip is the head custodian “I’m responsible 
for janitorial duties plus overlooking the other 
custodians in the building,” says Filip. “I also 
foresee that all events are set up.” He can be 
seen around the school and setting up chairs 


and tables for events like the language festivals 


and sports events. 
Filip grew up in Czech Republic, Europe. 

Before coming to Osyter River High School, 

Filip was a head chef and restaurant manager 


in Europe. Even before that he was a part of the 


Filip was a professional ski 
jumper between the years 1984 
r and 1994! 


Czech army. “I applied to ORHS after a friend 
saw an ad in the paper,” says Filip, “I lived in 


Durham at the time so it was convenient.” Filip 


worked at Mastway before coming to the high 
school and he states that the biggest difference 
was the school was smaller and the students 
were younger.- 


During his personal time, Filip enjoys build- 


The average shopper walks about 5 miles searching for Christmas gifts. . 


Barbara Dirsa are two of the custodians who 
share the 3rd shift. “The shift begins 
late in the evening and ends in the 
early morning. When most of NH is 
sleeping!” laughs Ball. 

“I transferred from ORMS to 


up,” says Ball. “Before ORMS, I 
worked at Boston English High 
School” Ball says that the biggest 
difference between ORHS and the 
past schools he’s worked at was that 
“The educational opportunities are 
far greater at Oyster River Middle 


High School.” 


of ORHS. “Learning the safety opera- 

tional guidelines of all the equipment 
in the school was the weirdest experience I’ve 
had here,” says Ball. 

In his earlier years, Ball was born in Tus- 
caloosa, Alabama but grew up in Dorchester 
and Roxbury, Massachusetts. Before becom- 
ing a custodian, Ball served for 24 years in the 
United States Air Force, served in the Vietnam. 
conflict, the Cold War and the Gulf War. 


In his personal time, Ball enjoys collecting 


coins. “I collect all sorts of coins,” Ball explains, 


“Old, new and some from foreign countries.” 
He also enjoys collecting vintage automobiles, 
like Hot Wheels and match box series. 

Barbara Dirsa also works the 3rd shift. She 
can often be seen in the athletic section of the 
school, like the gym and also the music room, 
during the later hours of the day. “I also write 
up work orders for repairs as needed.” Dirsa 
says, of her re- 


ORHS when the position here opened 


and High School than Boston English 


Ball’s job is to maintain the mainte- 
nance complex and clean certain parts 


in computers and business manage- 
ment.” 

“I moved to ORHS because I 
wanted to change my work enviro- 
ment,” explains Dirsa. “There’s not 


` that big of a difference though.” 


Dirsa states that her favorite part of 
working here is the physical activity 
she gets while she works. 

In her free time, Dirsa enjoys 
reading, cooking, hiking, traveling 
and at- l 
tending art 
and craft 
fairs in the 
area. “I 
also like to 
take edu- 
cational 
day trips 
around 
New Eng- 
land,” she 
says. 

The one 
thing Dirsa 
wants 


Dirsa “enjoys going to art and 
craft fairs” in her free time. 


people to know about her is that 
she’s a humanitarian. “I care about 


_ the environment and animals,” says 


Dirsa. “I take pride in my work and I 
feel good about contributing to make 
ORHS a clean, safe environment for 
students and staff.” 
The ORHS custodians are just as 
big a part of the 


sponsibilities in community as the 
the high school. teachers and stu- 
Dirsagrew dents. Ball admits 
up locally, in that he loves being 
Brentwood, _ inthe community. 
. NH. “I gradu- _ “My favorite part 
ated from Exter of working here is 
High School.” being involved in 
Recalls Dirsa. the molding pro- 
Before com- cess of our future 
ing to ORHS, leaders of society.” 
Dirsa worked So next time yon 
at UNH. “I see any custodian 
worked at around the school, 
UNH and did take a second to 
some custodial d ` say hi or even ask 
work,” says i n about their past. 
k . Mt 3 Yi 1 tee d 
Se eee Ben Ball can always be spotted with ,, je a 
college courses a smile on his face. ing story. 


lJ 
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IT’S WINTER TIME AND THE 
SLEDDING IS FINE 


To some, winter is all about sipping in their own backyards priceless. Oyster River High School Physical 
5 down creamy hot chocolate in front of Education teacher, John Morin, enjoys staying close to home for a day 
Brenna Cahill a roaring fireplace, or snuggling with of fantastic sledding. “I made a huge sledding hill in our yard for the 


Features 


Features Writer ° loved in the warmth of your home. kids,” boasts Morin, “everyone comes over and has a great time.” The 
——— While for others, winter ee onadif- — Morin’s homemade hill is far from mundane. Morin describes a typi- 
a on ferent role. cal run-down his hill, “we have saucers so I take them and I whip them 
The wind'inyour hair, the cold air brushing your face as around so they are going down and spinning, all at once.” Morin goes 
ou rush down the slope,” is how Sophomore, Rebecca Taylor on to add that “no one has vomited yet, but I am working on it.” 
describes the thrill of sledding. Now longer is sleddingjustfor ` qf constructing your own sledding hill is not in your future, you may 


our younger siblings. High school students all over are raving Want to consider a favorite past time of Senior, Andrew Sullivan. He 
about the excitement of a gréat day of sledding. Senior, Spencer wildly suggests that the best sledding is when “you have to go in the - 
yand explains that “if I could go sledding everyday, I would! woods and weave around trees!” Although this method of sledding is 


Below is a list of the best sledding spots around the Durham ` rather dangerous, it will definitely provide the extreme excitement some 
area. But many people find the experience.of sledding at home are looking for. 


Hoitt Hill - Faculty Neighborhood 


Right near the center of Durham is a track that is not for the faint of heart. 
Not only will you be sledding down a steep pitch of icy asphalt, but you will 
also be heading straight into oncoming traffic. Faculty resident and Oyster 
River High School senior, Megan McGregor, warns thrill riders to “have 
someone at the bottom stand in the middle of the road to keep an eye out for 

ars.” McGregor has a firsthand experience with this daring hill, she recalls 
one time when she “had to bail out into the woods on the side of Hoitt to 
avoid a car.” 

Hoitt Hill does not offer any prime parking, but when there is a will, there 
is a way. If you are not one to take risks and sled down a traitorous slope 
into potential danger, Hoitt is not for you. It may be recommended that you 
walked down Faculty a few hundred feet and enjoy. 


Garrison Hill - Dover 


A short drive to Dover along Central Ave. will bring you to this 45 degree 
‘snowy slope. This sledding area is conveniently located just before Went- 
worth-Douglass Hospital. Garrison Hill offers around 600 feet of smooth and 
bumpy terrain, that an entire family can enjoy. Sophomore, Jasmine Buckley 
sighs when sharing that she enjoys “the going down part, but not the walking 
up part.” Thankfully, this unique hill-has quite the solution for that common 
sledding grievance—a TOW ROPE. Yes, at Garrison Hill you can savor the 
thrill and then relax on your way back up to the top. 


Wagon Hill - Durham 


On thé way out of Durham, on Route 4, right past Emery Farm sits 
a 300 foot ride down a 30 degree slope, perfect for any family. Junior, 
Averie Chandler's favorite part about sledding at Wagon Hill is “the 
weird bump in the middle.” The hill is very accessible with relatively 
good: parking, but can become quite crowed on a beautiful weekend, 
after a heavy snowfall. With crowds comes danger; the more people 
that arrive at this desired sledding spot, the higher your risk of getting 

| demolished by a fellow sledder as they fly down the hill while you 
struggle your way back to the top. 

There is a historic wagon perched on the top of the hill which lent it- 
self to the name and becomes a wonderful background for photos. Not 
only does Wagon Hill provide a sledding hill but they also have walk- 
ing trails, ‘bring-your-own’ cross-country skiing, and a view of Great 
Bay. 


1 Q ; s All photos courtesy of Google Images 


In Sweden, a straw goat is a common Christmas decoration. That makes no sense. Goats don’t even like egg nog. 
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And got da whole crew askin... 
TEACH ME How To DOUGIE 


- Similar to the way New Boyz brought “Jerkin’” in 2009, the hit 
group Cali Swag District brought the “Dougie” to all of us in Octo- 
ber, 2010. The original version of the Dougie started out in Dallas, 
Texas as a song called the “D-Town Boogie.” Although the Dougie 
has been compared to the Jerk, Cali Swag District has attempted to 
separate themselves from the Jerk movement. While “Jerkin’” only 
involves “snapping”, the Dougie includes a casual shoulder lean 
and elbow twist. 


soinyeoy 


M y 
eee. Ready? I'm going to teach you 
ali 


Guest Writer how fo do the Dagje, e, the 
— oe re 


- Swag way. Get ready! 


Even Washington Wiz- 

ards basketball player 

John Wall likes to Dougie. . 
alls (left) enters the 

game ougie-ing fashion- 

ably. 

Photo courtesy of 

Google Images... 


... for da dudes 
who don't 
know me... 


1.8 billion candy ca canes are produced for each Christmas. 
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Oodles of Doodles of Oyster River! 


“Cahtzzz” 
-Bridget Regan and 
Annah Todd 


x, - 
` aade 


-Logan Miller L 


“Woman to Man” 
-Katie Burzon 


TE 
€ 


Dec. 9, 2010 


“With Respect for 
-Klee” 


-Mr. Lawrence 
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| “Batman and Ri 


-Brady Brickner- 
A. VW Wood 


\ as 
i mS, 
u Hi owlin g Elk” 

-Mr. Lawrence 


“Horse Deer Dog Cow: Dorseow” 


-Annah Todd . 
“Random Thoughts During a Staff 


x s Ca ts” 
-Katie Burzon 


Wrapping paper and shopping bags create 4 million tons of trash each holiday season. 
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Features 


ID ah RA 


Emily Dube BEST YOUTUBE USER EVER: 
Features Writer doglover199709 


_ Scorpio-Throughout the month of December, your forgetfulness will constantly inte youina state of ae as all 
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HOROSCOPES 


Sagittarius- Happy Birthday Sagittarius! While walking home late one night, lonely and sad, you 
will discover an abandoned baby guinea pig RD ia for love on the side of the road. Take it home 
and raise it as your own. 


Emily Healy Capricorn- Your artistic talents will shine through this winter when you are inspired to enter ; 
Features Writer a ie contest and are declared “the Michelangelo of Snow”. Don’t let the fame get to your 6 
head. 


Aquarius-While sledding at Wagon Hill, you will lose consi of-your sled, go spinning out onto Route 4 and suffer 
grave injuries from almost being crushed by a peeing car. ‘ 


Pisces-You are having the best month. You may get the opportunity to wear Bobby McDonough’s (ieman jacket to 
one of his games. Beware of sabotage from all of the jealous girls. And boys. 


Aries- Even though you may think you're the bee’s knees, a lot of people find you extremely boring. Spice up your 
life by making “S-Club Party” your theme song and playing it whenever you walk into the room. 


Taurus-You will have a beauty disaster while dying your hurr with Kool-Aid. With your confidence, however, 
you'll be able to rock the bright green ‘do. And be prepared with a little lip balm for those crusty-crusts you got. 


Gemini-Grandma will finally decide that you're mature enough to pass down her secret chocolate chip cookie 
recipe to you. You'll lose the recipe, exposing the secret to the entire world and Grandma will write you out of her 
will. Ouch. 


Cancer-You've Hn annoying your sibling a lot lately. Check Craigslist regularly because iey might put you up (073) 
for sale. - i 


/ 


Leo-You won't believe your luck when you meet Ke$ha walking around downtown Durham and she tells you 


that your love is her drug. 
Virgo-While shopping in the mall, your ridiculously great looks will get you noticed by a beauty pageant scout, but ny 
you should turn down the opportunity to participate in the pageant because, let’s face it, your model walk makes 

you look like a gare hs 


Libra-Ben Belanger thinks you're Eee hot. Congratulations. 


your left shoes begin disappearing. Ask Ned Clark for help finding them. 


YOUTUBE PICKS FOR THE AGES... 
When YouTube was first launched in 2005, it was just a small site for uploading and streaming videos. 
Now, it has exploded into something much more than that. With over 2 billion views per day, YouTube is 
a tool used in all aspects of life: political, social and economic. Since YouTube is such a giant site, the MOR 


staff thought it might be helpful (or at least fun) to recommend their top YouTube videos. I myself have 
included my top five, along with my all-time favorite, and the staff's favorite YouTube user. 


To be perfectly honest with you all, this girl is AWESOME. Not 

only does she have endless amounts of the confidence that many of 
us lack, but there are a million parodies of her videos! If you don’t - 
believe me, search- ees disturbia” on YouTube. You know what 
they say, imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery! 


STAFF FAVORITES! 


DISCLAIMER: These videos are personal favorites of the staff. These videos were 
in no way intended to offend anyone, or to suggest anything other than pure | 
comedy. However, if you do feel offended by any of these videos and would like 
to offer us feedback, please email the staff at: aa S T a com 


Brenna- Pearl the Landlord Megan- I’m a Kitty Kat 

Brady- iGun Rampage : Jack- Bed Intruder Song 

Emily H- Macbook Girl Danielle- Can I Have Your Number? 
Alex- Roommate Alien Prank Goes Bad Rachel- David After Dentist s 
Katie- Jackie and Debra Bridget- Homestar Fluffy Puff 

Mrs. Kucera- Moms of Multiples are Marshmallows Commercial 


Freaks of Nature Ben- Charlie Bit Me - Autotune Remix 


Pogonophobia: the fear of beards. Ke$ha is not a pogonophobic. 
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OYSTER RIVER 
LOOK-A-LIKES! 

Courtesy of the Features Staff 


soinyeoy 
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-OVERHEARDS! 
— MADSII 


_ Brenna Cahi wlan seat aa 
Features Writer Courtesy of Google Images 


Features 


Since Mouth of the River is a school sponsored newspaper, the content is subject to change based on what the ad- 
ministration deems appropriate. Our latest batch of Overheards were a little racier than what some would have liked, 
therefore they went onto the chopping block. Thankfully, a brilliant MOR staff member, Eryn Daly, conjured up the 
idea to eliminate the scandalous words that pushed the Overheards off the scale. She then suggested that these blanks 
be filled in by our avid readers, according to which part of speed) was removed. Thus the glorious new style of Over- 
heards was born-- MAD LIB Overheards. 

Here’s how you play. Read over the sentence as is, and think to yourself, “self, I sure could put something great on 
that blank line.” If you cannot come up with something on your own, look to your right, and look to your left. Do 
you have a friend around? Find one, then say, “How you doin’, guy? Help me out with my superb MAD LIB Over- 
heards.” Your acquaintance will gladly comply and help you scheme up the perfect word. Once you come up with 
that one exceptional word that corresponds with the type of speech noted in the parentheses, pencil (or pen if you 
prefer) that bad boy in. Repeat these simple steps until your MAD LIB Overheards are complete. 

Do you think you have the funniest or most creative rendition of these MAD LIB Overheards possible? MOR will 
be the judge. Submit a copy (or just cut out this section) to Mrs. Kucera (MOR adviser), drop your Overheards off in 
room T106, or email your version to Mouthoftheriver2011@gmail.com. Good luck, and let the MAD LIB-ing begin! 


1st Place Prize is a DHOP gift card and candy! Yummmm! 


Ms 


it like you like it.” -Kevin. “aj enjoy fooling around with : | “a 
E Morse -Spencer Wyand 


ver noun 


“Tm going to your skull in and then pour in it.” -Mr. OC 
: (noun) 


“T can't ___a guy that thinks I’m a : .” -Andrea Belaidi 


“LAN parties are like F they happen once a month, expect guys enjoy them.” 
-Xander Bahl Or 


“Don’t touch ny eS Natalie, you ae ae born 


d 
| my baby.”-Mr. OC ea) 


“Me and Bakman , together all the time.” -Chance Dippold 
i ver — (pluranomn) 
“Me, no- , ever.” -Xander “Have you ever put Icy Hot on your a 
Bahl a -Jeff Johnson ad 
“Leave the women. alone, they can’t help themselves.” -Mr. Whalen 
noun í 
“Thaťs why you wear a(n) : people can’t see you sweat.” -Marty Thornton 


noun 


24 


One in three men do their Christmas shopping on Christmas Eve. 
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j Hall 


Season Finale oi 
DEXTER 


19 


In our last issue, I introduced you to some classic jokesters of the Junior Class, 
however, this issue I dove into my own senior class, in search of the people 
= who mostly fly under the radar. These two people you are about to meet are 
$ į; pretty awesome, one of them is rumored to be related to Jesus, and the other 


NS g tidesa “Mountain Unicycle”. That's right, I said mountain unicycle. 
Emily Dube _ AYERA ELISCU 
Features Writer 


Kinas At camp, I’m called Jesus 
Favorite Activity: Walking and listening to music. I also like to do hs 
neous hikes, I don’t like to plan it 

Weird / Unique Fact: I always end up wearing shoes that are too big...and I don’t 

know why 

Favorite Day of the Week: Friday, you get that great, “free” feeling 

Favorite Holiday: Halloween 

Coolest Thing You've ever Done: Went down an allegedly haunted path 

in the 2 woods without a flashlight arid by myself... 


Photos Courtesy of Facebook 


PALI 
GELSOMINI 


Nickname: I don’t have one, my real name is Pali 

Favorite Activity: Depends. In the winen I ski and in the fall I mountain ui But I don’t like sum- 

mer, it’s too hot. y 
Weird/Unique Fact: I used to live in PRT and I mountain unicycle - 

Favorite Day of the Week: Saturday, I don’t have to do anything until Sunday. ` 

Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving because it’s the only holiday that the whole family shows upfor . 

Coolest Thing You’ve Ever Done: I climbed a pass in Switzerland that had snow: deeper than you (Emily) are tall (and I’m 5’ 9”...) 5 


Nineteen people have died in the last 3 years believing that Christmas decorations were chocolate. 


Features 


3 ‘The confisca- 
Brenna Cahill gon of per- 
Features Writer sonal effects is 
highly contro- 


versial between school faculty members . 
and students, all across the country. 

The most common sentiment amongst 
students at Oyster River High School 
is that confiscating is not the answer. 
Sophomore, Derek Libby explains that 
the technique of confiscating items is’ 
“pretty outrageous.” Libby thinks the 
faculty “should have a different penalty 
than taking your personal stuff.” - 
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[ONFISCATION 
NATION 


As much as some may agree with Libby’s 
opinion, Oyster River High School Chemistry 
Teacher, Jennifer Wainwright thinks differ- 
ently. “I have taken cell phones in class before 
because it is really disruptive. As students, 
you are supposed to be on task.” shares Wain- 
wright. . 

Whether or not students agree or disagree 
with the method of confiscating personal 
items within schools, Oyster River Coopera- 
tive School District does. Since Oyster River 
High School is a public school, that means the 
administration has the power to take whatever 
they feel you should not have, or are being dis- 


-Conduct- 
Electronic Devices/ Stereos 


tracted by. There is no way to fight the power 
that the school possesses for this issue. By 
attending high school, you surrender most of 
your constitutional rights and begin to function 
under the law of the school —The Handbook. 
To avoid having your personal items confis- 
cated, familiarize yourself with the rules of the 
school. Under the ‘Conduct’ section of Oyster 
River High School’s Handbook is the ruling 
on Electronic Devices/ Stereos. This is not the 
only section that should be read by all students 
to avoid trouble through confiscation, or any 
other means. 


“Electronic devices such as pagers and cellular phones are not allowed to be used during class time or in the 
library and should be turned off in these areas. The use of personal listening devices such as I-Pods should not in- 
terfere with the day-to-day operations of the school. Students who us them in such a manner that interferes with 

‘others will be expected to turn then in to a teacher or administrator upon request. Laser pens are not allowed on 
school grounds at any time. Violation of this rule[ing] will result in confiscation of the device.” 


All photos courtesy o, 


. “I took a toy gun out of a kid’s hands here 
at school, six years ago. I broke it into 

_ Pieces and threw it away. It’s odd that 
someone would be num enough to bring 
something that looks like a gun into a pub- 
lic high school.” - Mr. John Morin (Physical 


Education) 


anymore... 


26 


oogle mages : 


“I don’t confiscate things in class 


Years back I confiscated 


a hacky-sack, with the promise I'd 
give it back by the end of the day. 
The end of the day came and it was 
not in my desk drawer. The boy 
came back looking for it, and I felt 
so guilty that I went out and bought 
him a new one. I later found out 

it was the [same] boy who secretly 
took it from my desk. Now, with 
$250 MP3 players, I would never 
take anything away from a student- — 
-it's just too much responsibility.” 

- Mr. John Monahan (English) 


. 


“At the end of the year we found two little | 
baby dolls possed in a locker. That was wierd.” 
- Mrs. Laura Rogers (Principal) 


| “I pulled a huge, intricate 
31) [piece of unused parapherna- 
lia] out of someone’s back- 
pack in an empty locker. It 
was a ‘lost’ backpack and I 
was trying to identify whose 
it was.” - Mrs. Sue Miale 
(Administrative Assistant) 


The average wage of a mall Santa is $11/hr. If you have a beard, it goes up to $20/hr 
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THE RANTS: 


“IGNORANCE IS BLISS” 


pa-do 


* The rants are a tradi- 
; tion of grumpy people. 
1 Handed down from one 
grumpy person to anoth- 
er, it’s a place where we 

x can take solace in the fact 
Ben Peig that although everyone 

Editor-in-Chief and everything in this 

ww world is horrible, at least 
we can talk about it. I’m proud to take over 
the legacy of the Rants. I can only hope that 
my undoubted grumpiness can hold its own 
when facing this idiotic and hopeless world. 

A lot of things annoy me. Dogs barking 
annoy me; babies annoy me; curtains an- 
noy me. Chances are you also annoy me in 
some way. It’s fair to say that the phrase 
“ignorance is bliss” annoys me more than 
anything else in the world. 

Ignorance is: 

Frustrating. 

Stupidity. 

Hate. 

Prejudice. 

A general lack of knowledge. 

Anything but bliss. 

See, if I had the time and space required, 
I'd fully enjoy voicing my opinion about 
each and every form of ignorance that I find 
to be troublesome, but I’m going to whittle 
it down to ignorant censorship for this issue. 
I'll spell it out for you. 

Censorship annoys me. The idea of cen- 
sorship as a whole isn’t that ridiculous and 
in many ways is actually intelligent. For 
instance, nudity - although I am fully for it 
- should probably be censored from young 
kids. Hearing my then 6-year-old brother 
walking around repeating the lyrics 
to one of the songs in my Eminem 
collection made me come to the 
realization that kids probably 
shouldn't be hearing swears too 
often, either. It’s when censor- 
ship is taken to a new level - a 
level where an intelligent idea 
becomes ignorant - that I have a 
problem. 

For the first time since I 
started writing for the newspa- 
per, a large number of this 
issue’s overheards were 
censored by the admin- 
istration. My gut reac- 
tion was to be annoyed 
with Mrs. Rogers for 
chopping down some 
of our most hilari- 
ous and harmless 
overheards yet. 
You'll rarely 
find someone 
in the High 
School 
who 


is highly offended by the word “party”. 
Whether or not the word “period” should be 
censored by the FCC isn’t a highly debated 
subject in the world. Quite frankly, I was of- 
fended that this was considered offensive. 
The problem, I found, is not that the admin- 
istration has a problem with these harmless 
quotes - which are taken fully out of context. 
The problem instead lies outside the school. 
Although the majority of readers are here 
at the high school, it is our responsibility to 
provide members of the community with an 
informative source of what's going on here at 
ORHS. I like knowing that my work is being 
read and talked about - it makes me feel like 
I’ve done well. It's when my work is being 
taken in ways that I had no intentions of and 
being made into something that it is not - 
something ignorant - that I come to question 
whether or not it is worth it to truly voice my 


- opinion for others to see. For example, last 


year I wrote an article about anew athletic 
policy at the high school which was one of ` 
my favorite articles that I have ever written. I 
dubbed the piece “No More Nipples”; a title ` 
that I thought was clever and pretty hilarious. 
Mrs. Rogers received complaints about the 
title, as it referenced nipples. Did these people 
read the article? Probably not. A vital part of 
taking an educated side on a subject is to think 
through an idea fully before you vocalize that 
opinion. Take the time to see both points of 
view so you can accurately determine whether 
or not you have chosen the right side. Our 
overheards were not censored on the basis | 
that they offended the administration, but in- 
me stead because the administra- 
tion has better things 


so of- 
; fended 


by the word “nipple” that you feel it neces- 
sary to send a complaint, then I (a 17 year 
old) suggest that you grow up. 

NEXT! 

“Pickles is my thing.” 

If anything - anything in this world - 
should be censored, it has got to be the 
MTV show Jersey Shore. The idea that 


people listen to Snooki about anything just . 


honestly makes me question whether or 
not the world has any sort of intelligence 
left. When I found out that people were _ 
imitating Snooki - requesting her hairstyle 
at their hair salons, going tanning, and 
actually attempting to live their lives like 
Snooki does - I had to hold back tears. If 
ignorance is bliss, these people have got 
to be some of the most blissful people on 


_this planet. I’d be all for censoring every 


single word that comes out of this rat-like 
creature’s mouth forever... but that'd be 
too smart. 

Let's get stupid again for a second. The 
other day when I was in my car on my way 
home, the song “Toes” by the Zac Brown 
Band came on the radio. I LOVE THIS 
SONG. Well, the real one that is. The cen- 
sored version is horrible. The lyrics “I’m 
gonna lay in the hot sun and roll a big fat 
one and grab my guitar and sing,” were cut 
down to “I’m gonna lay in the hot sun and 
roll a...” followed by a few seconds of awk- 
ward silence and then “...one and grab my 
guitar and sing.” You mp be sitting there 
reading this, thinking that that is a pretty 
legitimate phrase to censor. I disagree. 
Here’s where I find my problem; there are 
infinite age meanings for “rolling a 
big fat one” 

1. He could be making Pillsbury 

crescent rolls. The fat ones are better. 

2. He could be playing with Play- 

Doh, building logs for his Play-Doh 
fireplace. Duh. 

Well, you get the picture. Let your imagi- 
nation go crazy. My point here is that any- 
body young enough to hear the words “roll 
a big fat one” and potentially be influenced 
by them is too young to understand what 
they mean. Once you hit the age where 
these words suddenly take on a new mean- 
ing for you and you really understand 
them, you're old enough to make your 


own decisions and therefore old enough to - 


understand that others will choose a differ- 
ent path. At this‘point, if your 17-year-old 
son smokes pot, it’s time to stop blaming 
the media for his choices and rather take 
responsibility for your lack of parenting. 
You annoy me. . 


Jersey Shore’s Snooki looking as stupid as ever with a pickle in her mouth. 
PS - her hat says “Pornstar in training.” NO THANKS. 


In German, “Frohe Weihnachten” means.“Merry Christmas.” 


Photo courtesy of Google Images 


That sounds scary. 
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| to take my phone out of my backpack, 


| their hands under 
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__ As the school day went on I was itching 
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must say it was 


a = not as bad as] — 
Eryn Daly . had originally 
Op-Ed Writer anticipated. 
But, now it 


was time for 


Handing my phone over to Ciera 
the real test: 


Gobron Monday morning was sadly a 


horrible feeling. “You’re not going to going home. 

be able to,do this,” Said Gobron. “Guar- For once, I was 
antee by E period you'll be begging for actually excited : 
your phone back.” about work- 

I knew giving up texting for 48 hours me because 
would be hard, but, how hard? (I that just meant 
should've known it would be hard, see- MOTE hours z 
ing as I’m texting as I write this article...) that I wouldn't | 
How many of us teens have become be able to text. 
caught up in this texting phenomenon? I After work I 
wanted to prove to myself that I could be Would usually 

| an “old school” teen. Í don't need to com- immediately 
municate with my friends by moving my reach into my, 
fingers on a keyboard, I can call them if Pocket for my 


phone and check my missed messages and 
start texting my friends. Then, I’d get home, 
do homework while I text, and go to bed. But 
tonight was different; I’m almost embarrassed 
to say that I felt out of the loop. What if some- 
thing important happened and I 
didn’t know because I couldn't 
text? We can just say I was so 
bored that night without tex- 
ting my friends I went to bed as 
early as I possibly could out of 
boredom. 

The next day I told myself 
I was going to be better with 
my little experiment. I was not 
going to feel lost without my 
phone,that’s just pathetic. 

This day was a lot better than 
«the one before. After a while I 

uw didn’t even care that I couldn't 
check my phone or text when 

I got out of work, but I will say Wednesday , 
morning when I got my phone back I was one 
happy girl! 

I understand not everyone needs their phone 
the way I do but I don’t see too many teens, 


needed to talk to them. You know, have 
one of those 45 minute conversations 
with your best friend like when you’re in 
5th grade. 


press unlock and see if I had any messag- 
es. I normally do not text in school but it 
has become such a habit for me to even 
just check my phone where ever I am. 
Being in class wasn’t 
so hard but I think 
because I didn’t 
have my phone I no- 
ticed everyone else 
with their phones 
on their desk, press- 
ing a button so the 
screen lights up to 
see if they have any 
messages. Then 
ever so slyly, sliding 


Text usage by Age 
Q2 '09 - O2 “10, Customer Value Metrics, National 


the desk to text back 
the person they are 8 
having a conversa- 

tion with. _ 

I got through my 

first school day 

without . 
texting andI Source: The Nielsen Company 


35-44 


LEHT 18-24 25-34 _ 45-54 - 
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RU TXTING?! 


even parents that aren’t texting these days. 
When did text messaging become so popu- 
lar? In a 2008 survey done by Nielsen Mobile. 
found that the average American sent 357 
texts a month while they made only 204 phone 
calls. “If am busy sending a text is easier 
(than calling). I text and then get back to it 
when I'm free,” explained Senior Adam Good- 
win. And Goodwin is right; a lot of people ` 
have migrated to texting over calling a person 
because of the simplicity of it. 

There are just those people who hate talking 
on the phone. “I don’t know if it’s just me, b 
talking on the phone can be incredibly awk- 
ward, there can be those long pauses where no - 
one talks. With texting there are no awkward 
pauses and if you don’t want to answer the 
person you don’t have to, “said Senior Emily 


_ Rogers. 


For others who they text and who they call 
depends on the person. “If it’s a crush I would 
probably prefer texting because I can get ner- 
vous with guys I like on the phone,” explains 
Hallie Miller. “But if it’s a friend and I’m try- 
ing to figure out what is going on for the night 
I will probably just call. You can get an answer — 
faster sometimes.” — ies 

Teen girls, like my- 
self, are the ones really 
making the switch over 
to texting. According 
to a Nielson study teen 
girls send an average of 
4,000 texts sent a month! 
I know that I have to 
delete my inbox once 
a week and my inbox 
holds 450 messages. But 
boys, you are not too far 
behinde with an average 
of 3,000 a month. The 
fact that teens will text 
until their thumbs hurt 
is actually concerning 
some physicians and 
psychologists who say 
that texting is causing 
paan failing grades 


Visa cards are used 5,340 times per minute in the US staring the holiday se season. Ouch. ` 
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and sleep disorders. But because texting is such a recent trend 
there is there is no health data to prove it. According to the 
Washington Post, something that has been proved is that 

, hyper-texters” (those who send more than 120 messages 
a day) arè twice as likely to abuse drugs and have sex at a 
young age. “The startling results of this study suggest that 
when left unchecked texting and other widely popular meth- 
ods of staying connected can have dangerous health effects on 
teenagers,” said Scott Frank, the author of this study. 

Texting and driving has become a widely argued topic over 

the last couple years. Here in New Hampshire texting while 

` driving was banned January 1st 2010. House Bill 34 reads: “A 
person operating a moving motor vehicle that writes a text 
message or uses 2 hands to type on or operate an electronic 
or telecommunication device is guilty of a violation,” and this 
offense can be a fine of $100. This information was taken from 
handsfreeinfo.com l 

Almost every state has some type of texting and driving law 

because of the many tragic accidents that have been caused by 
someone dangerously not paying attention to the road ways. 
And though it is a law in our own state, many teens do admit 
to texting and driving. “I do text and drive once and a while 
when I receive an important message but I know it can be 
dangerous,” said an anonymous source. 


The Dutch Santa arrives by boat and then transfers to a noble white steed. LOLKATZ! 


Senior Willie Bornkessel “discretely” texts under his desk during math 
class. Bornkessel admits to frequently sending and receiving texts in class. 


Mr. Kevin Towle, a driving instructor for Towle Driving 
School explained that when someone is texting and driving . 
it “takes your focus away from the road because you need to 
touch the keyboard.” Even though he is a major advicator for 
no texting while driving he believe that the law is hard to inforce 
because the police officer would need to catch you in the act and 
then prove you were texting and not just looking at your phone. 
“They need to create a hands-free law.” 

But just recently somone in New Hampshire was charged with 
texting and driving, according to WMUR.com, On November 
10, 2010 Jospeph Cumming was reported texting and driving 
recklessly down interstate 93 and proceded to crash into a truck. 

We all know teens love texting wherever they are but how do 
teachers feel about it during school? In Ms. Drake’s math classes} 
if shes see a phone out it goes straight to her desk until the end 
of the class period. Other teachers like Mrs. Raiford just politly 
ask you to put your phone away. Cell phones (stated in the stu- 
dent handbooklet) are not to be used in school, but students just 
feel that having it in class isnt a big deal. “My conversations are 
more important than whats going on in class,” said Senior Willie 
Bornkessel. ; 


“Cell phones are just a distraction, 
its one more thing for you guys to not 
get the instruction. I take the phones 
and put them on my desk to teach you 
guys when it is an appropirate time 
and place to text, my class is not an 


appropriate time,” said Mrs. Drake. Drake is fairly new to Oyster 
River but her two previous schools Bedford and Goff- 
stown both had a strick no cell phone policies. “You 
were not allowed to have phones active in school at 
all. The lunch room, during lunch, was the designated 
area for them,” explained Drake. Will Oyster River 
ever crack down on the no cell phone rule? “I don’t 
believe we will ever have a rule of absolutly not cell 
phones during school,” explained Assistant Pricipal 
Sara Wotton. “Parents expect their children fo be able 
to text them back or call them during free time. I think 
its resonable to be able to keep it in your pocket during 
class so you can pay attention. “ 

“Tf you can drive a car, you should be able to keep 
your phone on you,” said Wotton. 
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Op-Ed 


SIT ON MY ‘NADE! 


“ah Every block day at Oyster River High 
|) School the senior core transforms from a 
D | locker bank into a battlefield for a Human- 
Alien war. The sounds of explosions and 
gunshots emanate from the middle of the 
core as the four vs. four battles rage. 
|) . Halo 2 has provided the students of 
i ORHS with an outlet to release all the frus- 
Y trations of school. With two system-linked 
Guest Writer Xboxes in the senior core, students can BXR, 
= dub-shot and n00b combo each other during 
their free periods. Halo has been a popular game ever since its release 
in 2004. Ever since the class of 2010 played Nintendo 64 in the senior 
core, students in the class of 2011 have wanted to play their favorite 
video game in the core as well. However, they have met serious op- 
position from the administration at ORHS. 
During the first weeks of school students Spencer Wyand and . 
Dylan Kelly put the idea into action by bringing in a TV, an Xbox 
as well as a number of games. “I brought in my Xbox and Dylan 
Brought in his TV, the whole thing just kind of grew from there” said . 
Wyand. Halo quickly became popular, too popular. 
< More students began to skip and arrive tardy to classes as a result of 
the game. This caused Principal Laura Rogers to oppose the Xbox and 
remove it from the core. “I didn’t have a problem with it until students 
began to skip classes and come late to class,” said Rogers. _ 

The TVs and Xboxes were removed from the core on September 23, 
although Mrs. Rogers allowed Wyand and Kelly to bring Halo back to 
the core on Thursday, November 4 and is still allowed in the core on 
block days. 

Rogers feels that it is a good way to'pass the time and way to keep 
kids in the school during blocked free periods. “A blocked free period 
is a long free period to have and I know that sometimes students need 
a break,” said Rogers. “ Also, I would rather have kids playing video 
games then leaving school during double blocks.” 

Many students disagree with Mrs. Rogers’s decision to 
suspend and limit the times when the TVs and , 
Xboxes are allowed in the senior core. Wy- 
and has been a strong advocate for Halo 
in school and feels that the game doesn’t 
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Master Chief, the main charaterin Halo 2, dual wielding SMGs 


Photo courtesy of Google Images 
The Top Ten . gece ® 


Sucker ously pan APE Eie sey! fot | affect his school work or his ability to get to class. “I aga Halo during 


my free periods, but I was still responsible enough to get my work done and 
be on time to class.” Class of 2011 President Ethan Hotchkiss believes that 
video games in the core are a good way for the senior class to bond. He said, 
Sie ee ae “Halo unites us socially as a class. It causes people to talk to people that they 
My Top Ten ete wouldn’t normally socialize with. In a way, it breaks down the click aspect 

in our core.” 

Staff members at ORHS have mixed feelings about keeping Halo in school. 
Mrs. Miale feels that it is a safe and fun activity for kids to be involved with. - 
“W might keep some kids out of mischief,” said Miale. “If kids are busy 
playing the game then they aren’t getting into trouble.” Economics Teacher 
Heather Healy on the other hand, feels that the game causes kids to waste 
their free time during the day. “It didn’ t affect my attendance, but it does af- 
fect what kids do with their free time and what they focus on during school.” 

Whether they go by the energy sword or live through the double kill people 
love Halo. The administration’s decision to limit the halo has replaced the 
sounds of battle rifles and detonating grenades with a clam silence of the 
cease fire, although every two weeks the battle resumes and the sounds of 


free periods during block days. It is about time that we 
recognize the people that have played too much Halo. 


If you feel you should be on the list... 
PROVE YOURSELF! war fill the core. h 


4 


White Christmas is the most recorded holiday song with 500 different versions 
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THE ULTIMATE OVERRATED / UNDERRATED LIST OF 2010 


I know what you're thinking: another 
cliché overrated / underrated list. Still, I 
felt that this list was more pivotal then 
ever in today’s era of bad music, bad TV 
and bad...everything. But for everything 
bad, there is something great waiting to 
ïS. ~ be exposed. You can disagree or agree 
Brady Brickner-Wood with me, but this is my overrated/under-. 


Op-Ed Writer rated list for 2010. 


Overrated: 
Jersey Shore 
As one of the most popular show among the boys and girls of Oyster 
River and everywhere else across the country, I figured that the Jersey 
~ Shore couldn't be that bad. However, after I watched an episode with 
a bunch of Snooki and 
Pauly D fanatics, I wanted 
_ to punch a hole through 
the wall I was sitting next 
to. I’ve seen a fair share of 
reality TV shows and occa- 
sionally, they can be rather 
, entertaining (let’s be honest, 
Flavor of Love and For the 
Love of Ray-J were straight. 


up classics). Yet, when I was watching Jersey Shore I was amazed at how 


dumb and annoying these people actually were. But what's the worst 
part about the show? I know people that look at the cast as role models. 
There are some things in this world that I just don’t understand. 


Gucci Mane 
I don’t know where to begin. Besides the fact that all of Gucci Mane’s 
beats are horrible, his lyrics, song content and voice are all annoying 
= and lack any form of talent. “He’s the absolute worst rap- 
mae. per of all time” senior Geoff Lee says. I have yet to meet 
ha human being that has told me they thoroughly enjoy 


; there that do. Two questions for those people that like 
~ Gucci Mane: 1.) WHY!?! 2.) How do you understand 
him when he raps? All I hear is a collection of whale 
noises. (If you have never had the experience to listen 
Si Gucci Mane, just imagine listening to a cow get- 


3D Movies ` 

To be fair to 3D movie lovers everywhere, I have never actually seen a 
3D movie, however, the insane hype around these films is getting out of 
hand. I’m supposed to spend $15.00 for a bad movie and the only kick is 
it’s in 3D? I don’t think so. I am not one for blowing $9.00 in a movie the- 
atre anyway, but I just don’t understand the concept of spending more 


money to see special effects in a terrible battle movie. 


Maine 

Maybe it’s just me, but I don’t only think Maine 
is overrated, I flat out hate it. I have taken four 
family vacations in the claimed “Vacationland” 
and gone to two separate overnight camps there 
and each time] have not only dreaded my time, 
Ihave strongly considered sprinting hundreds 
of miles on the highway of Maine until I reached 
the border of my beloved state of New Hamp- 
shire. My message to Maine: join Canada, you'd 
fit in perfectly. 


Underrated: 


Dexter (Showtime TV Series) 

Around this time last year, I had only heard awful and creepy 
things about this eerie show with 
the main character being a mania- 
cal serial killer. However, when I 
watched the pilot episode of this 
supposedly bad show, I almost peed 
my pants with amazement. Senior 
Joseph Fletcher also recollects on the 
first time he watched Dexter. “At 
first, I was kind of scared, but now, 
I love Dexter.” Since that day, I have 
watched every episode to date and 
currently am immersed in the 5th 
season. Just —* the main character is a serial killer doesn’t 
mean the show is creepy, the show is in fact, the best TV series I 
have ever laid my eyes on. 


Troy Smith (QB, San Francisco 49ers) 

The 2006 Heisman Trophy winner has been dealt a bad hand 
ever since entering the NFL. As a 5’11, 200 Ib. speed demon com- 
ing out of college, Smith fell very low in the NFL draft, going 
in the fifth round. After playing three seasons as the Baltimore 
Ravens backup and never truly getting a chance to prove himself, 


- he was released from the team. As everything appeared to have 


gone downhill for the for- 
mer college star, the strug- 
gling San Francisco 49ers . 
signed the free agent and 
gave him a chance to start. 
What was the outcome of 
Smith's first four profes- 
sional starts? An outstand- 
ing 829 yards passing, 


three phenomenal touch- 


down throws, an impressive 55.4% of his passes were completed 


‘and most importantly, he led the 49ers to three wins. Fellow Troy 


Smith fanatic and Oyster River Senior Kyle Scarano says “Troy 
Smith is so good; it’s about time he got a chance to start!” 


Third Eye Blind 

` Over the years, I have heard surprising amounts of hatred 
expressed towards a group.I have bumped since I was in 5th 
grade. They have slowly declined in recent years, but in 1997, 3EB 
released one of the best albums in music history. Their self titled 
debut is not only a classic in the eyes of many, but a revolution- 
ary album, dipping into different genres of alternative, rock and 
punk. Out of the 14 tracks on the album, I genuinely love 13 of 
them. 


Nas 
It’s sad that I have to write this legendary name under an under 
rated category. Yet, unfortunately, Nas has be- 
come a forgotten jewel in the music industry. 
Everyone still recognizes his debut album, 
Illmatic, to be one of, if not the great- 
est hip hop albums of all time. But he 
is also known to have one of the best 
consistent track records in hip hop. Al-) 
bums like It Was Written, Nastrada - 
mus, I Am..., Stillmatic and God’s| _ 
Son, remain in an undisputed 
category of musical great- 
ness. Go out and listen to 
Nas, he is one of the best. 


In Norway it is tradition to hide your brooms on Christmas Eve... because witches might steal them. - 31 | 
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PDA IS NOT OKAY 


“Vomitus. Go have that much separation anxiety that you legit now.” 
away. Please stop. can't not touch your significant other for 50 Fellow teacher, Michael Troy has similar feel- 
Nobody wants to minutes? _ ings about hand holding. I went to talk to him 
see it. Keep it to There’s also a time and place.for everything. | in his room and PDA offender Trevar Delisle 
yourself. Vomitus. ` When I’m walking into had contradicting views. The 
l AE Blah,” says teacher, the art room, I don’t following conversation 
Li ©8 John Morin. This want to have to took place. 
Bridget Kegan Seems to be the sidestep around “I think [PDA] should 
Editor-in-Chief general atti- a couple that just stop at handholding,” 
- tude about Pub is mak- said Troy. 
lic Display of Affection in Oyster , ing out. “How old do you think 
River High School, but why do we. Please, we are?” responded Del- 
still turn corners and find freshman ; isle. . i 
licking each other's fingers? ` “ Aren't you like 13?” 
It seems as if almost every year Megan MarkAnthony chal- 
_ Someone writes an article for the pa- i lenged. 
per about PDA and how disgusting it is ks “Tm 14,” Delisle stated 
and how it needs to stop, but do people \ harshly. 
actually care? Some students at Oys- Delisle also felt strongly 
ter River seem to have a problem with passionate about his behav- 
it. Senior Leah Janelle says, “I think it’s for ior in school. When asked if. 
disgusting! Get a room! No one wants to privacy of he felt embarrassed if teachers 
see people groping each other.” your homes, or called him out in the hallways he 
Ethan Hotchkiss, another senior, had - somewhere that is responded with, “They always talk 
a little more to say about this topic. not in my way. to me but I don’t listen to them... 
“There's a line of acceptability that ~ Teacher, David They don’t have to watch. Who cares 
people cross. You can kiss someone, but Hawley, has a strong opinion on PDA as well. anyways?” 
you can’t make out with them.” He feels that we should have a color Well Mr. 


Which brings me to the subject of kiss- system, much like the terrorist watch 
ing. A peck before a class is okay, butis system we have in place for our 
it really needed before and after every country. The system would go as 


Delisle, it 
| seems as 
| if most of 


single class of the day? Do you really follows: Green - elementary school, the school 
e l —— i ee, YOUN rae 
middle se O 


frankly ~ 
and red grossed. 
- the out by the 
_ high actions 
_ school, that you 
_ this year support. 
| in par- Troy just 
ticular. wants to 
Con- know, 
tinuing “What- 
_ with different ever happened to the good old days when kids 
~ levels of PDA, would hide under the bleachers?” 


Hawley stated, “I Seriously folks, if you want to be intimate, 
don’t havea prob- don’t be in our way. It is gross, and no one 
lem with holding likes it. Find a private spot, and no, that does 
hands. It was legit not mean some of the back stairwells by the 
in the 50's, it’s science wing. In the words of Janelle, “get a 


"4 


room. 


And now, let’s meet the Mouth of the River staff! Fe ane 


Megan McGregor, Alex Harling, Ben 


Cahill, Emily Dube, Emily Healy, 
Danielle Walczak y l PREA 


Katie Burzon 


p-Ed: 


‘ we | as 
Brady Brickner-Wood, Eryn Daly, 
Bridget Regan 


There is a town in Arizona called “Santa Claus”. I’m not even kidding, this one’s true. 


Mrs. Judy Kucera 
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Ah, growing up, the process is beauti- 
ful in so many ways. And alas, as I write 
this, I find myself in the middle of this 
slow but fast process. Typi- 
cally, while going through this 

ETD development, I reflect on what 
Brady hep anne ee has built the foundation of who 
Iam. Why do I believe what I 
Op-Ed Writer believe? Why are my political 
views my political views? Why 
do I do what I do? While trying to answer these questions 
about myself, I tired to answer these questions about other people my 

age as well. What did I find? That every kid I knew (including myself) . 

was insanely influenced by their parents. 

This is evident in many areas of daily life, but very visible when it 
comes to political values. Senior 
Alex Hennessy says most Oys- © 

, ter River kids political views 

are “directly influenced by their 

parents if not exactly the same:” 

I couldn’t even begin to say 
how many times I have heard 
students in school utter sen- 
tences such as “I hate Obama”, 

- “the Iraq war sucks”, “liberals 
are unpatriotic”, “conservatives 
are close minded” and many 
more statements. When a fol- 
low up question was asked, all 
that followed-was a blank face 
and the inability to form a rebut- 
tal pees Ethan Hotchkiss says he has witnessed too many instances 

e this in high school. “Maybe they have that opinion, but in no way 

can they back it up.” 


HNMCCAIN.COM 
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KNOW BEFORE YOU SAY E 


Ne res seto 


party, this cand 
ate that we forget about the actual \care plan, fine, 
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A big problem with this country is we're so set on this party or 
that party, this candidate or that candidate that we forget about. 
the actual issues and problems at hand. If you're a Republican; so 


iat is party or that Bar 
7. la te of 


~|you don’t like 
‘that candi Obama’s health- 


issues at hand.” 


off you're moral 
opinions, not the party the president happens to be in. 

My main problem? Young adults not diving into the issues at 
hand. By diving, I don’t mean immersing yourself 100% in politi- 
cal issues; I mean have general idea of what is happening in the 

world. And once you became edu- 

cated on global issues, discover how 
- YOU feel about it. Despite senior 
Bridget Regan saying “It does get 
hard to disagree with parents” your 
ideals are not how your parents feel, 
not how your friends feel, but how — 
you feel. Yes, you will be influenced 
by the people around you, that is 
inevitable, but the only person that _ 
should have the ultimate say in what! 
you deem right is yourself. If you | 
discover that your parents and you 
share the same views politically, 
that’s great. Just make sure they’re 
your views. 

So students of Oyster River, I implore you: be a strong minded 

thinker of your own accord. 


LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 


Dearest F friends, 

We're writing to inform you that Bridget has deleted her Facebook. 
What this means is that if you want to get in touch with her... you’re 
going to have a tough time. Now her ONLY means of communication 
are though email, text, cell phone, home phone, Skype, AIM, or - God 
forbid - a real letter. Also, nobody’s going to be able to see scandy pics 
that she really didn’t want to be uploaded, but someone thought were 
funny and uploaded anyways and she had to go in and untag herself 


before her mom saw.. Yeah, no more of those pictures. OH MY GOSH 
WHAT ABOUT HER STATUSES!? How am I supposed to know what 


Bridget is thinking? Td have to ask her? Why would I do that? Maybe - 


she could get a Twitter. Wait; no, Twitter is for old people. 

Pretty recently, a wave of technological breakthroughs and inven- 
tions has altered the lives of Americans for at least the next 6 months, 
when our technologic ADD will kick in again. We've all become ad- 
dicted to these new “necessities” - our cell phones, our Facebooks, our 

. iPads. The traditional printed book has been kicked to the curb with 
the invention of the Amazon Kindle, a device that wirelessly down- 
loads new books and shows you the words on a colored LED screen. 
Yeah, it’s safe to say we're getting pretty useless as a society. 

If you haven't read Eryn Daly’s article about texting, you should go 
back and check it out. SPOILER ALERT: she spends two days without 
texting. TWO WHOLE DAYS!? Jeez Louise, how did she do it? An 
anonymous junior-male, whose first name begins with an S and ends 
with an N, and whose last name rhymes with Tuna (if you were to 
write his name really small and with two lines through it, it'd look like 

this: Stepherieen,) sends and receives about 10,000 texts pe month. 
Let's do some math. 


“Meek Bolanskii” translates to “Merry Christmas” in Japanese. 


[30 days per month x 16(ish) waking hours per day x 60 minutes 
per hour] \ (10,000 texts per month) = 1 text per 2.88 waking 
minutes. 

Go Mr. Tuna! Glad to see you're leading a productive life. If 
this is what our world is amounting to, what will our communi- 
cation abilities be like in 20 years? Eryn has already mentioned 
that more people are texting today rather than having a sensible 
phone conversation. Really? We challenge you all to slow down 
a bit with all this technology. Maybe this isn’t deactivating your 


Facebook or stopping texting completely, but take the time to 


look around and have a face to face conversation with the people 
that you’re with. In 20 years these will be the simple times of 
our lives; we should honor that. For extra credit points, play 
outside on your weekends rather than spending endless hours 
blowing up your friends with remote control cars on Black Ops 


. (as awesome as that is). Good luck friends. 4- 


Love you long time, 


Benjamin ...and Bridget 


Ben Belanger 
Editor-in-Chief 


Editor-in-Chief 
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DYLAN STROGEN DANIELLE WALCZAK 


Michael Bilynsky 
| Sports Writer 


Dylan Strogen warming p for a game Walczak palming a basketball 


Coutesy of Facebook 7 Courtesy of Foster's Daily Democrat 
Hockey goalies rarely get the recognition that Danielle Walczak has played varsity basketball 
they deserve, although Dylan Strogen is destined for Oyster River since her freshman year. After 
to be a stand out player this season after being -© being awarded Player of the Year for girls’ class 
awarded Player of the Year for division II hockey I basketball her junior year, Walczak received a 
last season. _ full ride scholarship to the University of Maine to 
~ play basketball. Walczak is expected to score her its 
Q: Who is your sports hero? n i thousandth point during her senior season and is 
A: “Ed Belfour, (Played goalkeeper in the NHL expected to be a key player for the girls basketball 
from 1989-2008).” team. 
Q: What is your favorite hockey memory? Q: Who is your sports hero? 
A: “Going to the World Hockey Tournament. It’s A: “Kevin Garnett is my favorite player.’ 2 
kind of like the Little League World Series for 
Hockey.” | ; Q: What is your favorite basketball memory? 


A: “Winning the state championship my sopho- 
Q: What was your least favorite hockey memory? more year.” 
A: “Losing the state championship last year.” 


Q: What was your least favorite basketball memo- 


Q: What is your biggest goal for the season? ry? 
A: “To win a state championship.” A: “Scoring on the wrong basket when I was 
| younger. It was in eighth grade. Super em- 
Q: What is your pre-game ritual? barassing.” . 
A: “I always listen to ‘Jump then Fall’ by Taylor 
Swift on repeat for an hour before each game.” Q: What is your biggest goal for the season? 


- A: “To win another state championship and score 
Q: What is your favorite brand of Hockey Equip- 1000 points.” | 


ment? 
A: “Vaughn Hockey.” 3 -= Q: What is your pre-game ritual? 
A: “T always listen to ‘Invincible’ by OK Go.” 


`i 


Q: What is your favorite brand of apparel? 
A: “Nike” => 
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Malls spend an average of $20,000 per year on decoratons for the holidays. 


Rachel Murphiy 
Sports Writer 


It’s a chilly Saturday evening. No one is at school, but 
instead everyone is where the action is at. 45 Minutes away 
from the high school, the faithful fans have braved through 
traffic. Everyone is at the girls’ varsity Sits champion- 
ship game. 


The bleachers are flooded with people wearing vari- 
ous shades of blue and orange clothing as they hold 
up signs, cheering. Several of the signs that they are 
holding, are flashing with blue and white colored 
lights. Almost every single inch of space is taken 
in the bleachers. There are fans sitting in the 
aisles, and standing off to the side. Oyster 

| River High School fans are drowning out 
the noise of the the other teams’ fans with 
their enthusiastic cheers and chants. A red 
clipboard is floating down the bleachers for 
students to sign their names. 


- The bright red IbM that you may 
notice is the Superfan clipboard. That very 
same clipboard is at almost every single sports 
game. Superfan is “something that our school 
is doing to promote school spirit. That’s what 

the initiative is, to get more attendance at 
sports games and it should be fun,” explained 
Athletic Director, Don Maynard. “The athletic coun- 
cil takes attendance and it’s organized by them,” Maynard 

‘| continued. “It’s up to the student to go and sign themselves 

in, to make sure they got their point.” Within the school, Su- 
perfan has become almost like a competition. Students now 
make an effort to get out and go to games. Not only do they 
want to support their team, but they can sign themselves i in 

_and get a superfan point. 


A student will get points for going to athletic events. If 
they'sign their name on the red clipboard they will earn a 
Superfan point. If they go to ten games and sign their name 
on the clipboard each time, they will get a t-shirt. Each sea- 
son, for the person who attends the most games that season, 
gets an overall prize. At the end of the year, there will be a 
prize awarded to the person who attends the most games 
overall. It is intended that the prize will be a laptop. 


Superfan has definitely progressed since last year. 
This year it seems as if more fans have been attend- 
ing the games. More students make the effort to go to 
away games, and support the teams that the school 
has. This year there are new shirts given away for 
seniors and juniors who have attended 10 sports 
games.- The prize per season is most likely going to 
be a varsity coaches’ jacket for the person who goes 
to the most games. 


This year something else that has been introduced 

is that on the last Friday of every month there is a 
blue and white day. The goal for a blue and white 

. Friday i is to get more school spirit. If you participate 
in blue and white Fridays and show a member.of 
athletic council member your getup, you'll get a Su- 
perfan point. The person who is the best dressed for - 
each grade will win two Superfan points. 


So, now you know and understand the concept of 
Superfan. But now you want to become one, right? 
You-have to understand what it means to be a Su- 
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perfan. Senior: Xander Bahl believes that a Superfan is 
“someone who supports their school entirely. Not just 
through sports, but going to plays and other things.” 


Bahl isn’t the only one who thinks like this. Similar 
to Bahl, is Junior Natalie Bilynsky who believes in 
being a Superfan. She said, “I think a Superfan 

is someone who exceeds fan expectations and 
attends all the sports games no matter if they 
are near or far away.” 


Athletes who play sports through the 
school are glad to have friends sup- 
porting them. “It always keeps me 
motivated to have people shouting 
at me while I’m playing and offer- 
ing me words of encouragement. I 
want to try hard because we have 
fans there and don’t want to disap- 
point them,” varsity soccer player, 
Rebecca Murphy said. 


It's important to have attendance 
at games, but it’s even more impor- 
tant to show respect for the play- 
ers on the teams. It’s about being 
“someone who comes into the gym 
to support their friends who are 
on teams and have pride in their school. They don’t do - 
things that draws attention to themselves, the atten- 
tion should be on the people who are completing,” 


Maynard finished with a smile. Make sure to get out 
` to the sports games this year, because it’s a great time to spend 
with friends and even better to show your true Superfan spirit! 


There are 60 calories in a candy cane. 
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LET’S HEAR IT 
.. FOR TEAM SPIRIT 


Michael Bilynsky 
Sports Writer 


Team mohawks and matching clothes — mean game day at Oyster River High School. Many teams dress in goofy, ee and 
often embarrassing clothing, but each style sends a powerful message of togetherness for its team. However, throughout the fall season 
some teams have worn inappropriate outfits to school for team spirit which makes many administrators wonder, how strictly should team 

spirit be monitored? 


Team spirit fia always been an important game day 
ritual. Even in middle school teams would wear col- 
lared shirts and ties for away games. “We would just 
wear our jerseys and things in our hair,” said Megan 
McGregor. As students grew older their spirit became 
more creative and crazy. Many people feel that team 
spirit has started to take away from school on game ~ 
days. 


Students at Oyster River have mixed opinions on the 
subject, “I kind of get annoyed sometimes when only 
one person goes all out (for team spirit) and ends up 
looking stupid,” said Senior Danielle Walczak. On ` 
the other hand, Emmet Todd feels that team spirit is 
a great way for teams to bond. “When it works, it 
shows every one in the school that we are a team,” 
said Todd. “We play as a team, we dress.as a team.” 


te = f $ k Many teams have crossed the line between team 

Nick Bernier, Louis Monterosso and Ario Dante spirit and inappropriate exposure. Administrators 
- wearing their team shirts on game day. do not have a problem with team spirit, but they have been concerned 
about students dressing in scandolous clothing. Mrs. Rogers said, 

“Kids cannot be displaying bare skin where we shouldn’t nor- 
mally see it.” The administration does not have an offical dress 
1 code; but they do ask students to dress smart. Mr. Maynard “s 
advice was to “just use good judment, ae don’t want to make 
yourself or your team look bad. 


Corey Scarano, Alyssa Johnson and Kara Pavlidis wore Emily Rodgers, Hannah Nelson and Jenny MacAr- 
pajamas for team spirit last year. Courtesy of Facebook thur dress up in pajamas for field hockey team spirit 
3 Courtesy of Facebook 


Germany made the first fake Christmas trees out of goose feathers. : 


3J 


Rachel Murphy 
Sports Writer 


Recently, around the high 
school there have been several 
students spotted who have 
been fashionably sporting these 
bright blue and white fleece 
pullovers. These classy, steezy, 
and eye- catching fleeces leave 
many people wondering what 
sports team these belong to? 
The answer to that is that this is 
no sports team. It is in fact the 
school’s Athletic Council. 

Say what? What is Athletic 
Council? When did it start hap- 
pening? The truth is it’s always 
been there, existing even when 
Mr. Nichols was Athletic Di- 
rector. But, now it is playing 
a more important role in the 
high school community. The 
Athletic Council is a group of 
students who deal with organiz- 
ing events such as: Superfan and 
dodge ball, picking the athlete 
of the month, working with the 
Special Olympics, and creating 
Blue and White Fridays. They 
make sure that all of the high 
school athletics are run smoothly 
at school. The Athletic Council is 
headed by Athletic Director Don 
Maynard and led by president 
. Danielle Walczak. The Athletic 
Council meets weekly and there 
are about twenty student mem- 
bers. 

“The competition has gotten 
bigger, with more fans at games. 
But, I'd like to see even more,” 
said Maynard as he spoke about 
the accomplishments of the 
Athletic Council. Mr. Maynard 
recreated Athletic Council about 
five years ago when he became 
Athletic Director. “The biggest 
thing that we have done so far 
has gotta be Superfan, followed 
closely with getting the walkway 
put around the sports fields. 
We're also working on organiz- 
ing an event to happen during 
winterfest.” According to May- 
nard, the Athletic Council has 


* Chole Piel eaa 
* Mike Crotty 
*Austin Alphonse 
 *Marissa Bedierman 
*Ned Clarke 


Sophomore members include: 
* Travis Hackett 
* Kaeli McPhee 
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been an ongoing project. In the future, 
he hinted that they could take a more 
serious turn and address more impor- 
tant things. Some of those issues the 
Athletic Council could address in the 
future might be “evolving into more of 
an advisory type group in the upcoming 
years. We'll target more serious things 
such as the school’s drug and alcohol - 
policy for athletes and talk about wheth- 
er or not we want to change it. We'll 
talk about it as a council,” Maynard 
said. | 

In Maynards’ opinion the Athletic 
Director has been headed in the right di- 
rection. The members of the council are 
dedicated athletes who care about their 
school and want to improve the sports 
department even more. The biggest 
reason that Maynard refurbished the 


- Athletic Council was because he wanted 


to see “more school spirit and unity.” 
Maynard plans for the Athletic Council 
to become an even bigger part of the 
school’s community. 

Maynard wants the Athletic Council 


_ and its members to be more known. So 


let us meet our school’s Athletic Council 
members. ”I want more people to know 
who we are. And to see the members 
become more visible,” Maynard fin- 
ished. 


December is the most popular month for nose jobs. 
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If you believe that being 
-astar athlete in high school 
is all it will take to continue 
: to play sports in college, 

g think again! In order to 
Jack Lewis play Division 1 or 2 sports 
Sports Writer in college, you must meet 

m the very strict require- 
ments established by the NCAA (Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic Association). 

The NCAA was established in 1906 and 

serves as the athletic governing body 

for over 1,300 colleges and universities. 

The national office is in Indianapolis 

and they develop the rules and guide- 

lines for athletic eligibility and athletic 

competition for each of the three NCAA 
divisions. There is even an entire website 

(ncaa.org) that is devoted to explaining the 

rules and requirements for each division. 

The NCAA Eligibility center (www. 
eligibilitycenter.org) explains the academic 
requirements each student needs to meet in 
great detail. If you want to participate in 
athletics or receive an athletics scholarship 
during your first year in college you must 
abide by the following guidelines: 


-Graduate from High school 

-Complete 16 core courses (Division 2 
schools only require 14 core courses) 

-4 years of English (Division 2- 3 years) 

-3 years of math (Algebra 1 or above) (Divi- - 
sion 2- 2 years) 

-2 years of natural or physical science 

-1 extra year of English, math or physical 
science (Division 2- 2 years) 

-2 years of social science 

-4 years of extra core courses (Division 2- 3 
years) 


A “core” course is not just any course 
offered at ORHS. Every high school has a 
list of NCAA approved core courses that are 
available on the Eligibility Center’s website. 
This same list is also available in the “Pro- 
gram of Studies” handbook that is provided 
to each ORHS student when registering for 
classes. It is each athlete’s own responsibil- 
ity to make sure that the courses they are 
taking or planning to take are on this list 
and to complete them all within 8 semesters. 
Laura Rainone, ORHS Guidance Counselor 
says that her role is “to advise students and 
help wherever she can.” In regards to the 
approved core course list, she is “disap- 
pointed that neither Journalism 2 or Mass 
Media are on this list.” ‘ 
Mass Media was a previously approved 


core course that was recently removed from 
the list. Shauna Horsley, one of the Mass 


‘Media teachers at Oyster River, says “Mass 


Media 

l is a very important and 
rigorous course, 

if the NCAA 
knew what 

_ the course 
“han 


would 

hopefully reconsider.” 
Horsley hi has contacted the NCAA but all they 
could'say was “it didn’t meet the require- 
ments.” 

In addition to the core course requirements 
listed above, you must earn a minimum GPA 
of 2.0 to be eligible for Division 1 or 2 athlet- 
ics. For Division 1 schools, the higher GPA 
you have the lower SAT or ACT score is 


Bridget Regan Practicing her B-ball skillz 


Eli ibility 
Center. 


required. For example if you havea GPA 
of 2.5 you need.a SAT score of 820 and an 
ACT score of 68. If you have a GPA of 3.5, 
you only need an SAT score of 410 or an 
ACT score of 38. For Division 2 schools, 


sjiods 


you need a minimum 2.0 GPA and at least | 


an 820 on your SATs. Only the verbal and 
mathematics portions are counted to- 
wards the SAT score. 

Senior Brianna Datti has known she 
wanted to play Division 1 volleyball for a 

long time. Because 
of her achieve- 
ments in 
school and 
on the court, 
Datti is attending 
University of Con- 
necticut. Datti says “T 
‘think that the NCAA 
requirements are sometimes unreason- 
able, I understand that there should be 
some basic requirements to be eligible but 
I think that there is too much.” 

“T believe students need to be better 
informed about these requirements” said. 
Datti. 

Guidance counselors know that cer- 
tain student-athletes are going to want 
to play a Division 1 or 2 sport 
while in college, so they have 
to pay close attention to those 
students’ schedules. You need 
to make sure that the classes 
you chose to take will carry 
over to the NCAA. Datti said, 
| “Personally I have never had 
to change my schedule because 
of non-approved courses, but I 
know others who have.” 

The NCAA Eligibility 
Center website has some great 
resources student athletes can 
use to insure they are on track 
for meeting the requirements. 
There are worksheets for Divi- 
sion 1 and 2 on the Eligibility 
Center website to help you 
keep track of your completed. 
core courses, units, grades and 
credits that you receive, plus 
your GPA. 


grade point average for your 
GPA on a scale of 4.000. The 
best grades from your NCAA 
core courses are the ones used. 
Grades from additional core 
courses will be.used to only 

- Continued on page 39.. 


The NCAA calculates your 


Sports 


| a song can bring the crowd to 


improve your GPA. To determine how 
many points you achieve for each course, 
you multiply the points for the grade by 


. how much the credit is worth. An A is 
| worth 4 points, B- 3 points, C-2 points, D- 1 


int. 
In addition to all of the NCAA academic 
requirements, there are also very detailed 


- recruiting rules that both athletes and 


coaches must follow in regards to when re- 
cruiting materials can be sent, contacts can 
be made, and when unofficial and official 
visits are allowed. Depending upon which 
sport you plan to compete in, these rules 
can be different. Senior Danielle Walczak, 
who has recently committed to play basket- 
ball at the University of Maine, started her. 
process very early. She started emailing 
college coaches as a freshman to let them 
know she was interested but due to the 


ek levis 
Sports Writer 


- Walking into an ORHS 
sporting event and hearing 
loud music with a great beat 
and motivating lyrics like “all 
I do is win, win, win no matter ’ 


| what” creates excitement and 


energy in both the fans and 
athletes. 

Great pump up songs are 
loud, fast and contain lyrics 
that deliver a message. When 


their feet, the noise and energy 
that is created can motivate 
the team to win. Some pump 
up songs are great for stirring 


| the crowd up before the game Caitlin Apert Top 3 Pump up Songs 

has even started where others -300 Violin Orchestra: Jorge Quintero 
-My Time: Fabolous ft. Jeremih 

-Remember the Name: Fort Minor 


are helpful in motivating the 
team when they are down. 


Jake Woodburn: Top 3 pump up 
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rules she was not able to actually contact any 
coaches until her sophomore year. During 
the second half of her junior year interested 
coaches were allowed to call her. Walczak 
went on 6 unofficial visits to schools as a 
sophomore and junior. In July, she commit- 
ted to the University of Maine and went on 
her official visit during the fall of her senior 
te 
Walczak said that “knowing the 
NCAA rules and regulations is very impor- 
tant...you need to know everything years in 
advance”. She also found some parts of the 
recruiting process to be difficult, “The NCAA 
‘is very frustrating. ..The coaches that attend- 
ed my basketball games were not allowed to 
talk to me.” ‘Because of Walczak’s hard work 
she was offered a full scholarship to the Uni- 
versity of Maine. Athletic scholarships can be 
awarded in a variety of ways. They can range 


Gubby I Noronha: Top 3:Pump up Songs 
~ The Show Must Go On 
-The Small Print 
-Clubbed to Death . 


- Manny Marc 
-Waka waka: Shakira 


-This is Exile: Whitechapel 


-Battle Cry: Shontelle 
-Same Chords: Ben Lee 


Marcela DH: Top 3 Pump up 


__ Songs 
-Disco Pogo: Frauenarzt and 


-X gonna give it to ya: DMX 


from full scholarships which include 


tuition, fees, room and board, and books, 
to very small scholarships which include 
only course-related books. 

Oyster River Athletic Director Don 
Maynard, said “The more rules you have, 
the more you have to enforce.” There is a 
lot of information available and you have 
to pay very close attention to every little 
detail. It is up to the student athlete to 
take the responsibility for knowing and 
following the NCAA rules. 

Most of the information you'll 
need to know regarding the NCAA 
requirements can be found on either the 
NCAA website or the Eligibility website. 
Attempts to contact the NCAA directly 
may not be possible. 


WHAT PUMPS YOU UP??? 


Photos courtesy of Facebook and Google Images — 


Santa would have to visit 822 homes a second to deliver presents on Christmas Eve, travelling 650 miles/second. 
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Winter sports are here! It’s 
time to break out your skis, 
pull on your swimsuit, or 
% 4 slip on your uniform and . 

: . pads. l s 
Rachel Murphy There are seven teams 
Sports Writer gearing up to start this 
—_ month so make sure to get 
out and support them! The 
seven teams include: swimming and diving, boys’ ice 
hockey, girls’ ice hockey, boys’ basketball, girls’ bas- 
ketball, indoor track and ski team. Each of those teams 
displays a tremendous amount of talent as they play 

in games, and. practice. Even more important, all of the 

athletes show a great amount of of team spirit, and pride 

of their school. 

_When you're part of a team it’s like you become their 
family for several weeks. After school and on the week- 
ends, you find yourself That's one of the things that 
make the sports teams so special. And if you're a senior, 
it may be your last chance to play a high school sport. 

It also may be your last chance to go see a basketball or 
- hockey game as an ORHS student. 

What you can do if you are not participating ona 
winter sports team is get out and watch some games. 

Do your best to get yourselves out there, and support 

the school! Show your bobcat spirit, loud and proud! Go 

catch a boys’ varsity hockey game on a Friday afternoon 

with some friends! You'll have a lot of fun and you're 

probably in for a great game as well! And if this doesn’t 
` convince you, how does earning another Superfan point 
sound? You can get even closer to being one of the top - 
Superfans by just going to the games and signing yen 
names on the red clip board. 

There are several things that Oyster River athletes look 
forward to about the season. Whether it is playing a 
game or spending time with their teammates. Through 
winter sports comes new found friendships, bonding, 
and playing in the games. It’s these memories that most 
players look back on, and remember their high school 
dinner spagetti dinners and friends that they made. 


| Wey 


A PREVIEW OF THE TEAMS: 


With questions of comments about 
articles, contact us directly at 
MouthoftheRiver2011@gmail.com 


In case you didn’t know yet, Wally and Mrs. Peirce actually did go to school together! 


Z 


